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Staff. 


Health  TDepartment. 


BARCLAY  REEKIE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health;  Medical  Super- 
intendent, West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital ; Administrative  Medical  Officer, 
Carnegie  Dunfermline  Trust;  and  Medical  Superintendent,  Bandrum  Children’s  Home. 


OBERT  M.  WINK,  B.Sc.,  MB.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Depute  Medical  Officer  of  Health; 
Resident  Medical  Officer,  West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

IICTOR  D.  RANDALL  MARTIN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health ; Assistant  Medical  Officer,  West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

TEPHEN  N.  P.  STOBIE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health; 
Assistant  Medical  Officer,  West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


HEALTH  VISITORS. 


Miss  L.  NISBET. 

Miss  A.  M.  SOUTAR. 

Miss  C.  JOHNSTON. 

Mrs  1.  MERRYWEATHER. 
Miss  M.  C.  HOOD. 

Miss  H.  ROBERTSON 
(resigned  25/6/50). 

Miss  M.  MACLEOD 
(resigned  3/12/50). 


Miss  F.  DEACON 
(resigned  13/5/50). 

Miss  L.  ROBERTSON. 

Miss  M.  B.  MILNE. 

Miss  B.  L.  CRICHTON 
(appointed  17/4/50). 

Miss  J.  I.  M.  MOIR 
(appointed  29/5/50). 

Miss  A.  S.  MOIR 

(appointed  18/12/50). 


HOME  NURSING  AND  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  STAFF. 

Dunfermline : 

Miss  E.  TODD.  Miss  A.  S.  CARROLL 

Miss  J.  MacGREGOR.  (resigned  15/2/50). 

Miss  S.  K.  McNEIL  Miss  S.  McC.  ROSS 

(resigned  31/1/50).  (appointed  24/3/50). 

Miss  B.  L.  BRAID 

(appointed  29/9/50). 


Miss  I.  LEADBETTER 
(retired  15/5/50). 


Rosyth : 

Miss  L.  STONELEY. 
Miss  1.  W.  SINCLAIR 
(appointed  24/4/50). 


Part-time 

Mrs  L.  BEVERIDGE. 
Mrs  E.  COX. 


Domiciliary  Midwives : 

Mrs  C.  YOUNG. 
Mrs  J.  B.  SLATER. 


DAY  NURSERY  STAFF. 

Mrs  J.  THOMSON,  Matron,  Broomhead  Nursery. 

Mrs  J.  WALKER-JACK,  Matron,  Rosyth  Nursery  (res'^"<‘  ' 

Miss  I.  FISHER,  Matron,  Rosyth  Nursery  (appointed  ( / / 
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STAFFS— HE ALTH  DEPARTMENT—  (Continued)— 

CLERICAL  STAFF. 

Miss  A.  MACDONALD 
(resigned  22/4/50). 

Miss  E.  HODGSON 
Miss  M.  BURNETT 
(appointed  1/5/50). 

Miss  F.  ARMER 

(appointed  3/10/50). 

Miss  A.  B.  RICHARDSON 
(appointed  1711/50). 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

ANDREW  D.  MICHIE,  Authorised  Officer. 

GEORGE  K.  PLUMMER,  Authorised  Officer. 

CARNEGIE  DUNFERMLINE  TRUST  STAFF  ENGAGED  IN  THE  SCHOOL 

TREATMENT  SERVICE. 

Miss  MADELINE  G.  LESLIE,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  Ed..  Dentist. 

Miss  AGNES  B.  WHITE,  C.S.P.,  Physiotherapist. 

Miss  N.  WOOD,  Speech  Therapist, 

Nurses : 

Miss  A.  E.  BENNETT.  Miss  E.  B.  STENHOUSE. 

Secretary : Miss  M.  C.  McLAREN. 

Sanitary  Department. 

ALEiXANDER  H,  DUNCAN,  M.R.San.L,  M.Inst.P.C-.,  M.I.T.A.,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspecto 
and  Inspector  of  Cleansing. 

GORDON  S.  WILSON,  First  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

DONALD  MACKAY,  Second  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

WILLIAM  K.  ELLIS,  Third  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

ROBERT  L.  MORRIS,  Fourth  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

KENNETH  N.  FRASER,  Senior  Apprentice  Sanitary  Inspector. 

PETER  K.  FRANKLIN,  Junior  Apprentice  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Miss  MARGARET  W,  CHALMERS.  Senior  Shorthand /Typist-Clerkess. 

Miss  GRACE  B.  1.  DICKSON,  Junior  Shorthand /Typist-Clerkess. 


Miss  J.  G.  ERSKINE,  Chief  Clerk. 
Miss  S.  EADIE. 

Miss  M.  RUTHERFORD 
(resigned  30/9/50). 

Miss  C.  CARSTAIRS. 

Miss  I.  MOODY. 

Miss  P.  DONALDSON 
(resigned  7/10/50). 


Social  Services  Department. 

GEORGE  K.  PLUMMER,  Social  Services  Officer. 
ANDREW  D.  MICHIE,  Assistant  Social  Services  Officer. 
Miss  CECILIA  DAVIDSON,  Clcrkess. 

Miss  C.  KILPATRICK,  Shorthand /Typist-Clerkess. 
ARCHIBALD  GRANT.  Junior  Assistant, 


Wo  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Councillors  of  the 
City  and  Royal  Burgh  of  Dunfermline,  and  to 
the  Department  oj  Health  for  Scotland. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Welfare  of  Dunfermline  for  the  year  1950. 

There  was  again  every  indication  that  the  people  benefited 
from  an  increasing  use  and  appreciation  of  the  health  and  welfare 
•service  of  the  Local  Authority. 

To  all  who  so  loyally  co-operated  with  me  in  the  work,  I avail 
myself  of  this  opportunity  of  making  grateful' acknowledgment. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  BARCLAY  REEKIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

Dunfermline,  7th  August  1951. 
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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  principal  statistics  for  the 
years  1945,  1946,  1947,  1948,  1949,  and  1950:— 


1945. 

1946. 

1947. 

1948. 

1949. 

1950. 

Population 

41,182 

42,730 

44,904 

44,892 

45,098 

47.725 

Number  of  Deaths  (corrected)  . . . . 

447 

517 

552 

481 

457 

510 

Death-rate  per  1000  population  (cor- 
rected and  adjusted  for  age  and 
sex  distribution) 

11.1 

12.3 

12.5 

10.9 

10.3 

10.9 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  . . . . 

29 

39 

41 

41 

32 

22 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000  live 
births 

36 

44 

44 

48 

43 

30 

Number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis 

13 

15 

19 

16 

13 

12 

Number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
(all  forms) 

21 

18 

25 

20 

14 

15 

Death-rate  per  1000  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis 

0.32 

0.35 

0.42 

0.36 

0.29 

0.25 

Death-rate  per  1000  from  all  forms 
of  tuberculosis 

0.51 

0.42 

0.56 

0.45 

0.31 

0.31 

Death-rate  per  1000  from  the  prin- 
cipal epidemic  diseases 

0.10 

0.09 

0.13 

0.04 

0.09 

0.04 

Marriage-rate  per  1000  population  . . 

9.6 

11.0 

10.5 

10.0 

9.8 

8.3 

Number  of  live  births  registered 
(corrected) 

799 

885 

934 

852 

737 

738 

Number  of  still-births  registered 
(corrected) 

25 

36 

22 

19 

27 

21 

Live  birth-rate  per  1000  population, 

17.8 

20.0 

20.8 

19.0 

16.3 

15.5 

Illegitimate  births  per  100  births  . . 

8.0 

6.0 

4.6 

5.6 

3.8 

4.9 

Maternal  mortality  rate  (maternal 
deaths  per  1000  live  and  still- 
births)   

4.8 

1.1 

5.2 

2.3 

2.6 

3.9 

^ANNUAL  REPORT. 


THE  YEAR. 

A Brief  Commentary. 

While  vital  statistics  cannot  give  a direct  assessment  of  the 
health  of  a community,  they  serve  as  an  indication  of  progress. 

The  general  death-rate  showed  a fractional  increase  from  the 
record  figure  for  the  previous  year  of  10.3  per  1000  population  to 
10.9  per  1000. 

There  were  22  infant  deaths  in  1950,  with  an  infantile  mortality 
rate  of  30  per  1000  live  births.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded 
for  Dunfermline.  The  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (age  under  one 
month)  was  13.5,  exactly  half  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  continued  to  be  prevalent,  but  the 
death  rates  frc  m it  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  established  new 
low  records. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  was  a complete  absence 
of  diphtheria.  Dunfermline  continues  to  occupy  leading  place 
among  the  large  burghs  of  Scotland  for  the  number  of  children 
immunised  against  diphtheria. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  it  is  three  years  since  the  National 
Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947,  came  into  operation  in  July 
1948.  This  period  provides  sufficient  time  to  form  a reasonable 
impression  of  the  new  service  as  it  affects  the  health  service  of  the 
Local  Health  Authority  in  this  area. 

There  are  various  features  in  the  original  set  up  of  the  new 
service  here,  which  have  favoured  co-ordination  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority’s  work  with  that  of  the  Executive  Council  and  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

For  example,  there  is  an  agency  arrangement  between  Dun- 
fermline Town  Council  and  the  South  Eastern  Regional  Hospital 
Board  whereby  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Medical 
Superintendent  of  the  West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and 
the  clinical  duties  of  the  hospital  are  undertaken  by  the  medical 
members  of  the  Health  Department  Staff.  So  that,  in  effect,  the 
admission  of  patients  suffering  from  acute  infections  has  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  preventive  authority.  I his  is  an  important 
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feature,  for  the  hospital  is  a place  in  and  from  which  a great  deal 
of  preventive  work  can  be  carried  out  in  relation  to  the  observation 
of  contacts  and  immunisation.  The  medical  officers  working  in 
the  field  have  the  daily  stimulus  of  contact  with  patients  while 
under  treatment  in  hospital,  a very  important  feature,  in  particular 
for  the  individual  officers  concerned,  and,  in  general,  for  the  future 
of  the  preventive  health  service. 

The  responsibility  for  the  control  of  tuberculosis  is  shared  by 
so  many  that  it  is  difficult  to  co-ordinate  the  various  sections.  We 
have,  however,  benefited  from  the  fact  that  the  Tuberculosis 
Physician  works  under  the  same  roof  in  the  Health  Department 
and  there  is  consequently  a very  close  liaison. 

There  has  been  difficulty  in  finding  bed  accommodation  for 
the  chronic  sick  and  infirm.  While  at  no  time  probably,  was  there 
a sufficient  number  of  beds  to  meet  the  demand,  the  Local  Authority 
prior  to  1948  had  a definite  claim  on  a certain  number  which  have 
since  been  absorbed  into  the  “ common  pool.”  Now,  with  the 
scarcity  of  beds  a process  of  selection  has  to  be  followed.  While 
the  general  practitioner  may  be  best  qualified  to  decide  regarding 
hospital  treatment  for  his  particular  patients,  social  conditions  ought 
to  be  taken  into  account  and  the  admissions  regulated  by  one 
authority  with  a complete  picture  of  the  background.  It  would  be 
helpful,  therefore,  if  the  Local  Health  Authority  had  control  of  a 
definite  number  of  beds,  to  which  patients  could  be  promptly 
admitted  after  consideration  of  all  aspects  of  the  case. 

As  a further  step  towards  the  co-ordination  and  integration 
of  the  health  service,  the  most  important  event  of  the  year  was  the 
purchase  by  Dunfermline  Town  Council  from  the  Carnegie 
Dunfermline  Trust  of  the  premises  formerly  occupied  by  The 
Dunfermline  College  of  Hygiene  and  Physical  Education.  The 
building  will  be  known  as  the  Carnegie  Clinic  and  used  as  a Health 
and  Welfare  Centre.  It  is  thus  dedicated  to  the  use,  and  for 
behoof  of,  the  people  of  Dunfermline,  who  alone  are  the  objects 
of  the  benevolence  which  Andrew  Carnegie  directed  through  his 
Dunfermline  Trust. 

This  building  occupies  a central  situation  and  is  well  known 
on  account  of  the  school  medical  and  dental  treatment  clinics,  child 
welfare  and  orthopaedic  clinics  already  housed  in  its  eastern  portion, 
while  attached  to  it  on  the  north  are  the  Carnegie  Baths. 

I he  new  premises  will  provide  an  administrative  unit  for  the  . 
stall  of  the  Health  Department  and  associated  Social  Welfare  and 
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I Children’s  Departments;  a consulting  unit  for  specialist  clinics  from 
Ithe  Regional  Hospital  Board;  an  extended  dental  unit,  and  an 
• extended  orthopaedic  unit  providing  physiotherapy  in  association 
with  the  adjoining  swimming  pool  and  baths.  There  will  be 
: accommodation  for  medical  personnel,  health  visitors  and  district 
i nurses,  and  facilities  for  health  education  and  a medical  comforts 
depot  organised  by  the  Red  Cross  Society. 


The  whole  project  is  an  important  step  in  an  attempt  to 
(eliminate  from  the  various  services  the  water-tight  compartments  in 
which  many  of  them  have  been  functioning  in  the  past,  and 
• envisages  a functional  link  with  the  various  medical  services  along 
with  a physical  link  in  common  premises  which  go  a considerable 
way  towards  the  evolution  of  a completely  integrated  service 
(covering  all  age-groups. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
■General  to  the  30th  June  1950  was  47,725,  being  an  increase  of 
2,627  over  die  !949  figure. 

Birth  Rate. — During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  of  1 birth 
■ as  compared  with  1949.  The  actual  birth  rate  was  15.5  per  thousand 
population  and  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  Scotland,  which  was  17.9 
per  thousand  population. 

Still-Birth  Rate. — Compared  with  1949,  the  still-birth  rate  has 
shown  a decrease,  the  figure  being  28  per  thousand  births  as 
compared  with  35  in  the  previous  year. 

Death  Rate. — The  corrected  death  rate  adjusted  for  age  and 
sex  distribution  for  1950  was  10.9.  I bis  compared  with  12.4  for 
Scotland  and  12.5  for  the  large  burghs. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. — The  infant  mortality  rate  of  30  com- 
pares with  43  for  the  previous  year,  and  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
in  the  burgh.  The  rale  for  Scotland  is  39,  and  for  the  large 
burghs  40. 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate. — The  maternal  mortality  rate  of  3.9 
compared  with  2.6  for  the  previous  year,  and  1.1  for  Scotland. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. — The  number  of  deaths  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis  has  shown  a decrease  during  the  year,  theie 
being  12  deaths  from  this  disease,  giving  a rate  of  0.25  per  thousand 
population  as  compared  with  a rate  of  o-47  for  Scotland.  ie 
number  of  deaths  from  non-respiralory  tuberculosis  has  shown  an 
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increase,  there  being  3 deaths,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  0.06  as 
compared  with  0.02  in  1949. 

Deaths  from  Cancer. — Of  the  deaths  registered  85  were  due  to 
cancer,  giving  a death  rate  of  1.78  per  thousand  population  as 
compared  with  1.3  for  1949. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

The  scheme  formulated  for  the  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young 
Children  in  Dunfermline  under  Section  22  of  The  National  Health 
Service  Act  saw  further  expansion  and  progress  during  1950. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Food,  a weekly  return  of 
expectarit  mothers  who  claimed  the  extra  food  ration  available  to 
them  »was  obtained  from  the  local  office.  Health  visitors  then 
visited  these  women  to  give  any  necessary  assistance  and  advice, 
and  to  ascertain  the  arrangements  made  for  their  ante-natal  care 
and  supervision. 

In  Dunfermline  a large  proportion  of  the  women  elected  to  have 
their  confinements  in  the  Maternity  Hospital.  Consequently  they 
attended  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  conducted  at  the 
hospital,  where  the  consultant  obstetrician  supervised  all  the  ante- 
natal and  post-natal  work  and  saw  cases  referred  to  him  by  general 
practitioners  for  consultation  and  advice. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. — During  the  year  ante- 
natal and  post-natal  clinics  were  held  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  and 
Thursdays  at  n a.m.  and  1.30  p.m.,  and  on  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays  at  1.30  p.m.  at  the  ante-natal  department  of  the  Maternity 
Hospital.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  women  who 
attended  and  in  the  number  of  attendances  they  made  compared 
with  last  year. 


Number  of  Clinics  provided  and  attendances  made  during  1950. 

Ante-natal. 

Post-natal. 

Provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  . . 

1 

1 

Provided  by  Voluntary  Bodies 





Total  number  of  women  who  attended  . . . . 

416 

379 

Total  number  of  attendances 

4,713 

990 
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Home  Visitation. — Health  visitors  carry  out  regular  visitation 
in  the  homes  of  all  children  under  five  years.  The  first  visit  is 
made  on  approximately  the  tenth  day  after  birth  following  receipt 
of  the  notification  of  birth,  and  the  second  visit  is  made  a week 
later.  Thereafter,  monthly  visits  are  paid  during  the  first  year 
and  more  frequently  if  circumstances  warrant.  From  the  commence- 
ment of  the  second  year,  three  monthly  visits  are  made  until  the  child 
is  five  years  of  age.  During  these  visits  the  health  visitors  give 
general  advice  and  practical  assistance  to  the  mothers  in  the 
management  of  their  children.  Also  an  invitation  is  extended  to 

o 

become  associated  with  the  child  welfare  clinic  in  their  district. 

To  ensure  the  care  of  premature  infants,  an  arrangement  has 
been  made  to  admit  women  in  premature  labour  as  emergencies  to 
the  Maternity  Hospital  wherever  possible.  If  the  mother  and 
infant  have  to  remain  at  home,  special  equipment  for  the  care  of 
the  infant  is  issued  on  loan  from  the  Health  Department  and  super- 
vision maintained  by  the  appropriate  local  authority  nursing 
services. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. — The  following  table  indicates  the 
number  and  activities  of  these  clinics  during  the  year.  The 
attendances  are  of  the  same  magnitude  as  last  year. 


Number  of  Clinics  provided  and  attendances  during  1950. 

Number  of  clinics  provided  by  Local 
Health  Authority 

6 

Number  of  clinics  provided  by  Volun- 
tary  Bodies 

— 

Number  of  children  who  attended  . . 

Under  1 year  ..  916 

Over  1 year  ..  1,148 

2,064 

Number  of  children  who  first  attended 
and  who  at  first  attendance  were 

Under  1 year  . . 648 

Over  1 year  . . 106 

• 

\ 754 

1 

Total  number  of  attendances  by  children 
who  were 

Under  1 year  . . 6,899 
Over  1 year  ..  9,511 

| 16,410 

The  situations,  days,  and  hours  of  attendance  of  the  six  child 
welfare  clinics  are  as  follows  : — 


Situation. 

Day(s). 

Hours. 

Muir  Road,  Townhill 

Monday. 

10  a.m. — 12  noon 

Baldridgeburn  Institute 

Monday. 

2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 

Rosyth  Institute,  Parkgate 

Tuesday, 

Wednesday. 

2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 

Nethertown  Institute 

Thursday. 

10  a.m. — 12  noon 

Carnegie  Clinic,  Inglis  Street 

Thursday. 

2 p.m.. — 4 p.m. 

Kingseat  Institute 

1st  and  3rd 
Wednesday  of 
each  month. 

10  a.m. — 12  noon 

The  primary  object  of  child  welfare  clinics  is  the  prevention  of 
disease  and  the  maintenance  of  health.  The  clinics  are  open  to  all 
mothers  for  advice  on  the  welfare  and  management  of  their  children. 
The  prevention  of  disease  is  a greater  achievement  than  the  after- 
care of  a defect  which  has  been  permitted  to  appear  through 
ignorance  and  neglect.  So,  as  far  as  possible,  the  work  of  the 
clinics  is  concerned  with  the  education  of  the  mothers,  consultation 
and  diagnosis.  Every  endeavour  is  made  to  give  a knowledge  of 
correct  feeding  and  child  management.  It  is  a noteworthy  feature 
that  of  the  738  corrected  live  births  for  Dunfermline,  648  infants 
made  an  attendance  at  a child  welfare  clinic,  representing  a figure 
of  88  per  cent. 

This  is  a slight  decrease  from  last  year  and  is  due,  in  some 
measure,  to  the  fact  that  the  new  housing  schemes  in  process  of 
development  are  situated  a considerable  distance  from  the  existing 
clinics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendance  during  the  year  at 
each  of  the  clinics  : — 


AGE 

GROUP 

Townhill 

Baldridgeburn 

Rosyth 

Nethertown 

Inglis  Street 

Kingseat 

Totals 

Number  of  children 
who  first  attended 
and  who  at  their  first 
attendance  were  : — 

Under 
1 year 

69 

87 

222 

141 

116 

13 

648 

Over 
1 year 

17 

16 

11 

31 

17 

14 

106 

Total  number  of  at- 
tendances by  children 
who,  at  the  end  of  the 
the  year,  were  : — 

Under 
1 year 

868 

836 

2,504 

1 ,634 

958 

99 

6,899 

Over 
1 year 

921 

1,405 

3,4S0 

2,046 

1,442 

217 

9,51 1 

13 


Advice  was  given  regarding 


Anaemia 25 

Circulatory  system  defects 3 

Congenital  abnormalities 15 

Dental  caries 14 

Dermatological  conditions 360 

Ear,  nose,  and  throat  defects 191 

Gastro-intestinal  conditions 154 

Icterus  neonatorum 1 

Infectious  diseases 5 

Injuries 31 

Neurological  defects 2? 

Nutritional  defects 315 

Ophthalmic  defects 134 


the  following  conditions: — 


Orthopoedic  defects 89 

Parasitic  (intestinal  conditions)  . . . . 34 

Parasitic  (skin  conditions) 13 

Prematurity 2 

Reactions  to  vaccination  and  inocula- 
tion   19 

Respiratory  infections 360 

Speech  defects 11 

Surgical  conditions 37 

Teething  difficulties 55 

Thrush 6 

Unhealed  umbilicus 28 

Urinary  system  defects 36 


During  the  year  a total  of  839  prescriptions  were  issued  at 
the  clinics. 

Voluntary  Workers. — The  work  of  the  health  visitors  in  con- 
ducting child  welfare  clinics  is  materially  lightened  by  the  very 
willing  and  efficient  assistance  they  receive  from  a number  of  ladies 
who  re’gularlv  give  their  services  as  voluntary  workers. 


During  the  year  assistance  was  received  from  : — 


Mrs  ANDERSON  \ 

Mrs  ARMSTRONG  I 
Mrs  BETTENSON  -At  Rosyth  Clinic. 
Mrs  EASSON  1 

Mrs  RENNIE 


Mrs  HARGREAVES 
Mrs  MORTON 
Mrs  VALENTINE 

Mrs  MAXWELL  . . 


Inglis  Street  Clinic. 


At  Raldridgeburn  Clinic. 


Miss  ROBERTSON  ) 

Miss  B.  ROBERTSON  At  Ncthertown  Clinic. 
Mrs  RUTHERFORD  < 


To  all  these  ladies  we  tender  our  thanks  and  our  appreciation 
of  their  public-spirited  service. 

Donations.— The  health  visitors  are  always  grateful  to  receive 
gifts  of  baby  clothes  and  other  infant  equipment  for  necessitous 
families.  During  the  year  we  were  indebted  to  many  Private 
individuals  for  such  gifts,  and  an  appeal  is  again  matt  or  t itm. 

Food  and  Milk.— Under  the  Scheme  for  the  Care  of  Motheis 
and  Young  Children  certain  foods  were  made  available  in  t it 
at  concession  rates. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  foods  supplied  to 
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expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  5 years  of  age 
during  the  year  1950: — 


Food. 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Total 

quantities 

supplied. 

Cow  & Gate 

— 

160 

6.844  lbs. 

Ostermilk 

— 

23 

559  lbs. 

Virol 

— 

212 

1,176}  lbs. 

Farex 

— 

176 

398  lbs. 

Maltoline 

— 

105 

47  lbs. 

Lactagol 

56 

— 

315  small  tins. 

Nestrovite 

— 

95 

279  bottles. 

Nestlds  Food 

— 

108 

1,790  tins. 

Totals 

56 

879 

— 

The  total  cost  of  baby  foods  and  sundries  purchased  during  the 
year  was  /j.TO-g  2s  5c!.,  all  of  which  was  recovered. 


In  June  1950  the  local  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  dis- 
continued their  attendance  for  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods  at 
clinics  in  Dunfermline. 

A particular  hardship  was  created  in  the  case  of  Rosyth, 
situated  at  a considerable  distance  from  the  Food  Office.  To  over- 
come this,  arrangements  were  made  whereby  the  clinic  staff 
undertook  the  distribution  of  national  dried  milk,  cod  liver  oil, 
orange  juice,  and  vitamin  A and  D tablets,  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food. 

It  is  unfortunate  that,  owing  to  reduction  in  staff,  the  Ministry 
of  Food  were  unable  to  continue  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods 
at  clinics.  It  was  a service  of  great  value  to  the  people,  which 
cannot  be  replaced  by  press  propaganda. 

Special  Treatment  Clinics. — The  various  school  clinics  also 
cater  for  pre-school  children,  and  the  number  of  pre-school  children 
treated  during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Clinic. 

Number  of 
Cases. 

Orthopaedic  clinic 

157 

Dental  clinic 

110 

Eye  clinic 

1 

Ear,  nose  and  throat  clinic 

62 

General  clinic 

148 

Ultra  violet  ray  clinic 

37 

Defective  speech  clinic 

14 

15 


The  total  number  of  attendances  made  by  these  children  at  the 
xlinics  was  529. 

Dental  Care.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  implement  the 
[proposals  made  for  dental  care  in  the  Scheme  drawn  up  for  the 
.Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  owing  to  the  impossibility 
of  obtaining  dental  staff  at  the  present  time. 

The  School  Dental  Officer  treated  no  pre-school  children,  who 
•made  a total  of  121  attendances  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  expectant  and  nursing 
■mothers  in  the  Burgh  is  approximately  2000,  and  the  number  of 
.children  2-5  years,  3000,  all  of  whom  are  eligible  for  dental  care. 
(To  implement  this  it  is  considered  that  two  dental  officers  and  two 
dental  attendants  will  be  necessary,  along  with  the  provision  of 
surgeries  and  appropriate  equipment. 

Mother  and  Baby  Homes. — There  are  no  homes  provided  by 
this  Local  Authority. 

Day  Nurseries. — Two  day  nurseries  are  provided,  one  at 
Broomhead  and  one  at  Rosyth.  The  nurseries  are  primarily  for 
children  whose  mothers  are  in  employment,  ill,  or  being  confined. 
They  provide  full  day-time  care  and  maintenance  for  children  up 
10  five  years  of  age,  and  are  open  five  and  a half  days  a week. 
The  charge  is  from  is.  to  3s.  per  day,  according  to  circumstances. 
The  children  are  medically  inspected  at  monthly  intervals.  Over 
ti  period  of  years  there  has  been  no  evidence  in  this  area  to  suggest 
that  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  are  more  liable  to  occur  among 
children  attending  day  nurseries  than  among  young  children 
generally. 

Both  nurseries  are  recognised  as  training  schools  for  candidates 
tor  the  Nursery  Nurses  Diploma.  During  the  year  1 student 
obtained  the  diploma. 

General  education  and  theoretical  training  are  undertaken  by 
the  McCrone  Pre-Nursing  School,  where  each  student  spends  two 
whole  days  a week.  For  the  remainder  of  the  week,  practical 
training  proceeds  in  the  nurseries  under  the  supervision  of  the 
respective  Matrons. 

The  accommodation  at  Broomhead  Nursery  is  for  62  children 
•and  at  Rosyth  for  40  children.  Both  are  fully  occupied  at  the 
[present  time,  and  there  is  a waiting  list  for  vacancies. 

It  is  proposed  to  provide  two  additional  nurseries  in  Conjunction 
•with  nursery  schools,  to  be  situated  in  the  lownhill  and  Brucefield 
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areas,  with  a total  accommodation  of  approximately  ioo  places, 
but  owing  to  restrictions  on  educational  expenditure,  it  is  not 
possible  at  present  to  implement  this  proposal,  although  the  need 
is  urgent. 

The  extension  of  the  Rosyth  Nursery  is  proceeding  and  should  - 
be  completed  at  an  early  date. 


The  nursery  facilities  are  as  follows: — 


Nurseries 
provided  by 
Authority. 

State  whether 
approved  for 
training. 

No.  of 

approved 

places. 

No.  of  children 
on  register  at 
end  of  year. 

Average  daily 
attendances 
during  year. 

Waiting  lists  at 

end  ol  year. 

0-2 

Years 

2-5 

Years 

0-2 

Years 

2-5 

Years 

0-2 

Years 

2-5 

Years 

0-2 

Years 

2-5 

Years 

Broomhead 
Nursery, 
Pilmuir  St., 
Dunfermline 

Approved. 

22 

40 

10 

52 

12 

32 

17 

38 

Rosyth 
Nursery, 
Harley  St., 
Rosyth. 

Approved. 

10 

30 

12 

30 

5 

19 

— 

— 

ATTENDANCES:  — 

BROOMHEAD. 

Children  under  2 years — 

Total  number  of  attendances  from  1/1/50  to  31/12/50  3,595 

Children  over  2 years — - 

Total  number  of  attendances  from  1/1/50  to  31/12/50  9.578 

Receipts,  £1,123,  10s. 

. ROSYTH. 

Children  under  2 years — 

Total  number  of  attendances  from  1/1/50  to  31/12/50  1,659 

Children  over  2 years — 

Total  number  of  attendances  from  1/1/50  to  31/12/50 5,912 

Receipts,  £584,  4s.  6d. 


Residential  Nurseries  and  Children’s  Homes  provided  as  part 
of  Authority’s  arrangements  under  Section  22  of  the  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947. — There  are  at  present  no  residential 
homes  provided  by  the  I own  C ouncil,  but  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Children  Act,  a mansion  house  has  been  acquired  in  the  vicinity 
°f  Dunfermline  to  be  used  as  a residential  home  for  children,  with 
approximately  36  places.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Home  will  be  ready 
for  occupation  at  an  early  date. 
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Nurseries’  and  Child-Minders’  Regulation  Act,  1948.— There 
eare  no  privately  run  nurseries,  and  no  applications  for  child-minders’ 
icertificates  have  been  received. 


MIDWIFERY. 


During  the  year  310  women  applied  for  the  domiciliary  mid- 
wifery service  provided  by  the  ,Town  Council  under  Section  23  of 
i the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947;  of  this  number 
there  was  a total  of  5 cancellations  and  transfers. 


Domiciliary  midwifery  services  were  provided  by  two  full-time 
midwives  and  by  the  part-time  employment  of  four  midwives  in 
private  practice. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  to  provide  facilities  for  training  midwives  in  the  administra- 
tion of  analgesia  at  Dunfermline  Maternity  Hospital. 

The  Town  Council  provide  two  houses  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  Dunfermline  and  Rosyth  district  nurses,  respectively. 


A motor  car  is  provided  for  the  senior  nursing  sister  of  the 
Dunfermline  district,  apart  from  this,  transport  is  obtained  by  the 
public  services  ; taxis  are  engaged  when  necessary. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  done  during 
the  year : — 


(i.)  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  the  year— that  is  before 
correction  for  mother’s  residence: — 

Live  Births,  1,332.  Still-Births,  41.  Total, 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  births  in  (i.)  occurring  in  institutions  (including  private 

maternity  homes) 

(iii.)  Total  number  of  births  in  (i.)  occurring  at  home 


1,373 

1,087 

286 
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(iv.)  Number  of  births  in  (iii.)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance  at  birth:  — 


Cases  dealt  with  under' 

Section  23  (2)  of  the  i , . ... 

National  Health  Service  °ther  domiciliary  cases. 
(Scotland)  Act,  1947.  I 


Doctor  engaged 
and  present  at 
confinement. 

Doctor  engaged 
and  not  present 
at  confinement. 

Midwife  alone 
(no  doctor 
engaged). 

Doctor  and 
Midwife  engaged. 

Midwife  alone 
(no  doctor 
engaged). 

Without  doctor 
or  midwife 

5 

H 

(a)  Midwives  employed  by  the 
Authority  (including  those 
engaged  on  a fce-per-case 
basis) 

162 

117 

2 

* 2 

283 

(/>)  Midwives  employed  by  Voluntary 
Organisations  under  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  Authority 

(r)  Midwives  employed  by  Hospital 
Boards  of  Management  under 
arrangement  made  by  the 
Authority  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board 

(<i)  Private  practising  midwives  ... 

— 

— ■ 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

(e)  Totals  ...  

162 

117 

2 

3 

— 

2 

2S6 

(V.) 


Case  attended  by  a doctor  after  the  birth  who  arranged  for  the  patient's 

admission  to  hospital. 

Emergency  case  attended  by  a doctor  who  arranged  for  the  case  to  be  taken 

....  , . . , over  by  a midwife. 

Medical  Aid — 

(a)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  the  year 
under  Section  22  (1)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915  by  a 
Midwife : — ’ 


(i.)  For  Domiciliary  Cases 

(ii.)  For  Institutional  Cases 

(b)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  the  year 
for  cases  where  the  medical  practitioner  had  agreed  to  provide"  maternity 
medical  services  under  the  National  Health  Service 

(vi.)  Administration  of  Analgesics — 

(a)  Number  of  midwives  in  practice  in  the  area  qualified  to  administer  gas 
and  air  analgesia  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  for  Scotland: — 

(i.)  Domiciliary 

(ii.)  In  Institution 

(b)  Number  of  domiciliary  midwives  who  received  their  training  during  the 


( ) Number  of  sets  ol  Apparatus  for  the  administration  of  gas  and  air  in  use 
at  3 1st  December  1950  by  domiciliary  midwives  employed  by  the 
Authority,  or  employed  by  Voluntary  Organisations  in  the  Authority's 
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(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  administered  by  midwives  in 

domiciliary  practice  during  the  year 3 

(e)  Number  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered  by  midwives  in 

domiciliary  practice  during  the  year 

Infantile  Mortality. — Twenty-two  children  died  within  the  first 
year  of  life,  showing  a decrease  of  10  from  the  figure  for  the  previous 
year.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  30  per  1000  live  births,  and 
shows  a decrease  of  13  from  the  number  for  the  previous  year. 
This  is  the  lowest  infantile  mortality  rate  ever  recorded  in  the  burgh. 
The  average  rate  for  Scotland  is  39  per  1000. 


The  deaths  are  classified  according  to  age  groups  and  causes 


in  the  following  table: — 


Causes  of  Death. 


<0 


*o 

c 

D 
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3 
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dJ 
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„ .Certified 

All  Causes  _r  , 

Uncertified 

9 

1 

4 

4 

4 

22 

Prematurity 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Prematurity.  Congenital  heart  disease, 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Intracranial  haemorrhage 

Spina  bifida.  Meningocele.  Septic 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia 

Fulminating  meningitis  (type  of  infec- 

— 

— 

' 

1 

1 

2 

tion  not  known) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Gastro  enteritis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia,  inhaled  vomitus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cranioschisis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  bronchitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Convulsive  fit.  Oedema  of  lungs  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Atelectasis.  Prematurity 

Congenital  cardiac  malformation.  Pre- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

maturity 

1 

— 

— 

— 

' 

Rhesus  incompatability 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  pulmonary  oedema.  Mongolism, 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sclerema  neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculous  meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

9 

1 

4 

4 

4 
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Reference  to  the  above  table  shows  that  the  major  causes  of 
death  during  the  first  year  of  life  were  premature  births,  7 deaths, 
and  congenital  malformation  and  birth  injury,  5 deaths. 


Grouping  these  conditions  (as  they  are  so  closely  related),  it 
is  found  that  the  total  of  12  deaths  gives  a rate  of  16.2  per  1000 
live  births,  which  is  approximately  half  that  of  the  previous  vear. 

The  neo-natal  mortality  rate,  i.e.  the  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  month  of  age  per  1000  live  births  was  13.5  com- 
pared with  27  and  34  in  the  previous  two  years.  Prematurity  is 
again,  as  in  past  years,  the  most  important  single  factor 
predisposing  to  infant  deaths  and  accounted  for  60  per  cent,  of 
neo-natal  deaths.  It  is  essential  that  everything  possible  should 
be  done  (a)  to  prevent  premature  births,  and  (b)  to  have  available 
the  special  facilities  necessary  to  protect  the  prematurely  born  live 
infant.  Owing  to  incomplete  knowledge  it  is  not  possible  to  go 
further  in  regard  to  prevention. 

Still-births  and  neo-natal  deaths  are  closelv  related  to  the 
maternity  services.  Efficiency  in  every  branch  of  the  service  will 
undoubtedly  reduce  the  numbers.  Happily,  we  are  in  the  position 
this  year  of  seeing  a marked  reduction. 

Maternity  Outfits.  — Seventy-eight  maternity  outfits  were 
supplied  on  loan  to  suitable  cases  on  application  by  midwives. 
The  outfits  consist  of  bed  linen,  towels,  and  mackintosh,  and  are 
for  use  for  a period  of  three  weeks  from  the  date  of  confinement. 

There  has  been  a marked  increase  during  the  year  of  the 
number  of  outfits  supplied,  78  as  against  51  in  1949.  Doubtless 
this  is  a reflection  of  the  times  in  which  we  live  and  the  di fficult v 
of  obtaining  materials  of  all  kinds. 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  3 deaths  of  women  as  a result 
of  pregnancy.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  is  3.9  (per  1000  live 
and  still-births). 

The  causes  of  death  were  certified  as  follows: — 

(1)  Grossly  contracted  pelvis.  Caesarean  section.  Pulmonary  embolism. 

(2)  Pulmonary  embolism,  14  days.  Mitral  stenosis. 

(3)  Incomplete  abortion  Haemorrhage.  Secondary  shock. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  (maternal  deaths  per  1000  live  and 
still-births)  for  Scotland  is  1.1. 

Report  under  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915  and  1927, 
Maternity  Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937,  and  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947. 
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t Cases  attended  in  Institutions  and  Homes  in  which  there  is  no  resident  medical  officer  and  where  no  doctor 

• 1 3 ~ 4-4-  H 


Cases  ot  Emergency. — (a)  The  number  of  cases  of  emergency 
in  which  medical  practitioners  have  been  called  under  Section  22 
(1)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  during  the  year,  distin- 
guishing the  different  classes  of  emergency  is  as  follows : — 

Post-partum  haemorrhage 1 

(b)  The  number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
during  the  year  and  for  which  medical  practitioners  had  agreed  to 
provide  maternity  medical  services  under  the  National  Health 


Service  is  as  follows: — 

Retained  placenta 4 

Post-partum  haemorrhage 1 

Ruptured  perineum 8 

Twin  birth 1 

Tntra-partum  haemorrhage 1 


General  Report  on  the  Working  of  the  Acts. — The  registers, 
temperature  charts,  and  appliances  of  all  midwives  practising  within 
the  Burgh  were  inspected.  The  midwives  were  also  interviewed 
by  the  Obstetrician. 

All  cases  (in  the  district)  conducted  by  midwives  alone  were 
visited  within  ten  days  from  the  date  of  confinement.  No  dis- 
ciplinary action  was  necessary. 

HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  general  duties  of  the  health  visitors  are  to  give  advice  on 
the  care  of  young  children,  to  persons  suffering  from  illness,  and 
to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  They  also  advise  on  the 
measures  necessary  to  promote  health  and  prevent  the  spread  of 
infection.  They  are  available  to  co-operate  with  doctors  in  general 
practice  and  with  the  hospital  organisation. 

It  is  estimated  that  as  a long  term  policy  22  health  visitors 
will  be  necessary  and  the  Town  Council  have  agreed  to  make  efforts 
to  appoint  such  additional  health  visitors  as  are  found  to  be 
required. 

Following  notification  of  birth  each  child  is  visited  on  the  tenth 
day  by  a health  visitor,  and  again  a week  later;  thereafter  monthly 
visits  are  made  during  the  first  year  or  more  frequently  if  necessary. 
Three-monthly  visits  are  made  from  the  second  to  fifth  years. 

These  routine  visits  of  health  visitors  to  the  homes  of  the 
people  are  of  incalculable  value.  While  special  attention  is  given 
to  young  children,  the  health  visitor  while  in  a house  helps  in  any 
way  she  can  to  solve  any  problem  affecting  the  family. 


The  following  table  is  a record  of  the  visits  paid  by  health 
visitors  during  the  year  : — 


* First  visits. 

Total  visits. 

Expectant  mothers 

476 

912 

Children  under  1 year  of  age 

723 

11,821 

Children  between  the  age  of  1 and  5 . . . . 

4 

13,394 

Tuberculosis  cases 

51 

1,500 

Other  cases 

69 

289 

Total 

1,323 

27,916 

* These  figures  exclude  cases  visited  during  the  previous  year  and  cases  known  to  have 
previously  been  visited  in  another  area. 


It  is  a noteworthy  feature  that  all  children  come  under  super- 
vision early  in  the  first  year  of  their  life.  There  were  only  4 who 
were  not  visited  until  after  attaining  the  age  of  one  year. 

The  actual  number  of  children  visited  was  4793  (1234  infants 
and  3559  one  to  five  years) . 

Children  Acts,  1937-1948.— The  number  of  children  registered 
under  the  above  Acts  on  1st  January  1950  was  15-  Two  were  added 
to  the  register,  and  8 were  removed  from  the  register  during  the 
year.  The  number  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  9- 

The  health  visitors  are  also  child  life  protection  visitors,  and 
they  made  122  visits  to  these  children.  The  conditions  in  each  case 
were  satisfactory,  and  the  children  well  cared  for. 

HOME  NURSING. 

Six  nurses  are  employed  to  undertake  combined  home  nursing 
and  midwifery  duties,  and  occupy  the  two  houses  providec  \ tie 
Town  Council. 

Nursing  in  patients’  homes  is  only  undertaken  on  the  request 
of  a medical  practitioner,  who  gives  directions  regarding  1 ie  genera 
conduct  of  the  case.  Where  a nurse  attends  upon  a case  in  an 
emergency  her  continued  attendance  is  subject  to  t u aPPr 
and  instructions  from  a medical  practitioner. 

Under  these  arrangements  the  home  nurses  attended  and  paid 
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17,006  visits  to  cases  during  the  year.  The  following  table  give: 
details  of  the  work  done  during  this  period  : — 


Dunfermline 

Rosyth 

Cases. 

Visits. 

Medical. 

Surgical. 

U 

'Sfi 

O 

O 

CJ 

M 

c 

>, 

0 

j Midwifery. 

Total. 

General. 

Midwifery. 

Ante-natal 

Total. 

229 

116 

35 

18 

6 

130 
1 12 

400 

246 

10,500 

2,008 

1,706 

1,815 

442 

485 

12,698 

4,308 

Totals 

345 

53 

6 

242 

646 

12,508 

3,521 

927 

17,006 

In  addition  to  the  above  visits,  234  visits  were  paid  to  176  cases 
of  infectious  diseases,  details  of  which  may  be  found  in  the 
infectious  diseases  section  of  the  Report. 

The  local  branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  maintain  a 
central  store  of  selected  surgical  and  medical  appliances  which  are 
available  to  nurses  when  required. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  FOR  HOUSEHOLDS. 

The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  domestic  help  for  households, 
prepared  under  the  terms  of  Section  28  of  The  National  Healthl 
Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947,  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
.State  for  Scotland  in  November. 

Immediate  steps  were  taken  for  the  appointment  of  a Super- 
visor. At  the  time  of  going  to  “ press  ” this  Service  is  in  full i 
operation. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

*-  ! 

Vaccination. — During  the  year  597  persons  had  primary  j 
vaccinations,  and  of  these  310  were  under  one  year.  Of  the  total' 
at  all  ages,  509  showed  typical  vaccinia  greatest  7th  to  10th  day, 
13  showed  an  accelerated  reaction  5th  to  7th  day,  3 showed  reaction 
greatest  at  2nd-3rd  day,  and  the  remaining  72  showed  no  local 
icact ion.  hour  hundred  and  forty-four  re-vaccinations  were  carried 
out,  of  which  235  showed  typical  vaccinia  greatest  7th  to  10th  day, 
54  showed  an  accelerated  reaction  5th  to  71I1  day,  110  showed 
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greatest  reaction  2nd  to  3rd  day,  and  the  remaining  45  showed  no 
local  reaction.  in  no  case  were  there  complications  to  report. 


During  the  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  Glasgow,  early  in  the 
\ear,  there  was  a considerable  demand  on  the  part  of  the  public  for 
vaccination.  Approximately  350  persons  were  vaccinated  during 
that  period. 

Since  the  abolition  of  compulsory  vaccination,  it  has  been  the 
task  of  the  Health  Department  to  try  to  persuade  parents  to  accept 
this  valuable  service  voluntarily.  An  arrangement  has  been  made 
with  the  Registrar  of  Births,  whereby  a special  propaganda  leaflet 
prepared  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  handed  to  the  parent 
at  the  time  of  registration  of  a birth. 

Every  endeavour  is  made  by  the  medical  staff  and  health 
visitors  to  advocate  protection  against  smallpox  being  carried  out 
in  childhood,  not  only  to  give  immediate  protection,  but  also 
because  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  are  then  easy  and  practically 
painless,  whereas  primary  vaccination  at  a later  age  can  cause 
painful  and  even  serious  reactions. 


Immunisation. — (a)  Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  advised 
by  the  health  visitors  in  the  course  of  their  routine  visits  to  infants, 
and  the  option  is  given  for  this  to  be  carried  out  by  the  family 
doctor  or  at  a child  welfare  clinic.  Where  the  mother  is  unable 
for  any  reason  to  take  her  child  for  immunisation,  or  where  the 
parents  are  indifferent,  immunisation  visits  are  carried  out  b)  the 
Health  Department  Medical  Staff  in  the  homes.  Re-infort  ing 
injections  are  given  to  all  school  entrants,  and  again  at  the  age 
of  10  and  15  vears.  During  the  year  71O  children  were  given  a 
full  primary  course  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  while  1073 
re-inforcing  inoculations  were  given.  1 he  overall  figures  show 
that  94.6  per  cent,  of  the  school  children  and  92.6  per  tent,  o 
pre-school  children  have  received  protective  inoculations. 


For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  was  no  case  of  diphtheria 
in  Dunfermline  during  1950. 

(b)  Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  is  also  carried  out 
on  request  at  the  child  welfare  clinics.  hive  hun  ret  ant  ( t\en 
infants  were  given  a full  course  of  immunisation  against  whooping 
cough.  This  number  corresponds  to  7'-4  Per  cinl‘ 
receiving  primary  inoculation  against  diphtheria. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE,  AND  AFIER-CARE. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  Dr  J.  W.  Fraser,  as  Tuberculosis 
Physician  for  the  West  of  Fife  Area,  took  over  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  at  i Douglas  Street,  Dunfermline. 

At  the  request  of  the  Tuberculosis  Physician,  notified  cases 
are  visited  by  a health  visitor.  At  this  visit  a full  environmental 
report  is  taken.  Advice  is  given  regarding  the  value  of  fresh  air, 
good  food,  and  adequate  rest. 

Medical  comforts  are  supplied  when  necessary. 

Free  milk  is  also  given  to  patients  when  considered  necessary. 
During  the  year  the  following  number  of  patients  received  this 
benefit : — 


In  receipt  of 
benefit  on 
1/1/50. 

76 


Granted  benefit 
during  year. 

39 


Ceased  benefit 
during  year. 

68 


In  receipt  of 
benefit  on 
31/12/50. 

47 


I he  health  visitor  also  takes  the  opportunity  of  explaining  the 
scheme  of  assistance  grants  payable  by  the  National  Assistance 
Board  to  certain  individuals  suffering-  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Housing.  High  priority  to  the  re-housing  of  families  in  which 
there  is  a member  suffering  from  tuberculosis  has  been  continued. 
During  the  year  19  families  were  re-housed. 


Domiciliary  Visitation. — During  the  year  280  persons  were 
visited,  viz.:  209  patients  (111  males  and  98  females)  suffering 

from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  48  patients  (24  males  and  24  females) 
suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  23  observations 
(10  males  and  13  females). 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  was  1500. 

Of  the  280  persons  visited,  51  new  cases  were  visited  for  the 
first  time  (this  latter  figure  is  corrected  t6  exclude  those  visited  for 
the  first  time  in  a previous  year  or  in  another  area). 

Disinfection,  d his  is  carried  out  on  the  admission  of  a patient 
to  hospital  and  at  other  times  as  and  when  required.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  s staff  visit  the  home,  carry  out  the  necessary  disinfection, 
and  give  general  advice. 

Households  in  which  there  is  residing  a tuberculous  patient 
may  obtain  soap  and  disinfectants,  free  of  charge,  for  disinfection 
purposes. 


27 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  performed  during  the  year The  B.C.G. 

accination  Scheme  did  not  get  under  way  until  almost  the  end 
Ff  the  year. 

The  results  obtained  were  as  follows  : — 


1.  NUMBER  OF  CONTACTS  TUBERCULIN  TESTED. 


Result. 

Age  Groups. 

Total 

tests 

per- 

formed. 

— 1 

1- 

-5 

5- 

-10 

10- 

-15 

15- 

-20 

20  and 
over. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Positive 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

... 

... 

2 

5 

9 

Negative 

1 

1 

4 

1 

4 

6 

5 

Total 

1 

1 

3 

6 

2 

3 

7 

... 

2 

11 

14 

11.  B.C.G.  VACCINATIONS  PERFORMED. 


Group. 

Tuberculin 

tested. 

Negative 

re-actors. 

Successfully 

vaccinated. 

M.  F. 

M F. 

M.  F. 

(a)  Nurses 

— — 





(b)  Medical  Students 

— 





(c)  Contacts 

1 — 



1 — 

(d)  Others 

* 

" 

Of  the  above  tests  only  one  individual  was  vaccinated  by 
li.C.G.  vaccine.  The  result  was  successful. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  40  patients  (29  males  and  1 1 females)  attended 
lor  treatment.  This  shows  a decrease  of  1 18  cases  from  the  number 
if  or  the  previous*  year.  Of  the  total  treated  35  per  cent,  weie 
buffering  from  gonorrhoea,  12.5  per  cent,  from  syphilis,  12.5  per 
rent,  from  non-specific  venereal  infections,  and  40  per  etnl.  Horn 
onditions  other  than  venereal  disease. 


CANCER. 


During  the  year  27  persons  resident  in  Dunfermline 
attendances  at  the  Cancer  Clinic  at  the  Dunfermline  and 
'Hospital. 


made  209 
West  Fife 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

, 

The  corrected  total  number  of  cases  of  notifiable ' infectioJ 
disease  during-  the  year  was  613,  of  which  three  were  Service  easel 

I he  highest  number  of  notifications  in  any  one  month  was  il 
in  July,  this  being  largely  due  to  measles. 

It  js  worthy  of  note  that  for  the  third  year  in  succession  rj 
case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  burgh.  This  reflects  the  gened 
acceptance  by  parents  of  diphtheria  immunisation  as  a preventiu 
measure. 

Details  of  the  corrected  notifications  and  intimations  are  show! 
in  the  following  table: — 


December 
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4-  <C  co  <£> 
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03 


Anterior 

poliomyelitis. 

Cerebro-spinal 

fever. 

Dysentery. 

Erysipelas. 

Measles. 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum. 

Pneumonia,  broncho 

Pneumonia, 

influenzal. 

Pneumonia,  lobar. 

Puerperal  pyrexia. 

Puerperal  sepsis. 

Scarlet  fever. 

Tuberulosis — 
pulmonary. 

Tuberulosis — 
non-pulmonary. 

Whooping  cough. 


03 


03 


Total. 


DETAILS  OF  THE  CORRECTED  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  INTIMA1I0NS  ARE  SHOWN  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  TABLE: 
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Anterior  Poliomyelitis^—  Fifteen  cases  were  notified  and 
these  5 were  not  confirmed,  leaving-  a total  of  io  cases.  To  th 
must  be  added  one  case  originally  notified  as  suffering  from  cerebr 
spinal  fever.  This  gives  a corrected  total  of  u confirmed  case; 
The  maximum  number  occurred  in  August  when  there  were  sev< 
confirmed  cases.  No  common  epidemiological  factor  was  found  j 
any  instance.  All  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  There  we, 
2 deaths. 

Chickenpox. — Five  cases  of  this  condition  were  intimated.  T 
this  should  be  added  3 cases  notified  as  scarlet  fever,  giving 
corrected  total  of  8 cases.  Four  were  from  the  Services.  Seve 
of  the  cases  were  treated  in  hospital. 

Dysentery. — Six  cases  of  bacillary  dysentery  were  notified.  I 
one  instance  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  To  the  5 confirme 
cases  should  be  added  3 cases  intimated  as  gastro-enteritis,  1 cas 
notified  as  cerebro-spinal  fever,  and  1 case  notified  as  sufferin. 
from  broncho-pneumonia.  Phis  gives  a corrected  total  of  10  o>r 
firmed  cases.  All  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Sonne  dvsenter 
and  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Erysipelas. — Of  the  18  cases  notified  as  suffering  fron 
erysipelas,  17  were  confirmed.  Seven  were  removed  to  hospital 
the  remainder  being  treated  at  home.  Twelve  of  the  cases  wen 
in  the  age  group  45-65  years.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  nurse: 
of  the  Home  Nursing  Service  paid  4 visits  to  cases  of  erysipelas. 

Gastro-Enteritis. — Fourteen  cases  of  gastro-enteritis  wen 
intimated.  In  5 instances  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  T< 
the  9 confirmed  cases  should  be  added  1 case  notified  as  dysentery 
This  gives  a corrected  total  of  10  cases.  All  were  treated  ir 
hospital. 

Measles. — Two  hundred  and  sixteen  cases  were  notified,  and 
to  this  number  must  be  added  1 case  originally  notified  as  suffering 
from  scarlet  fever.  This  gives  a corrected  total  of  217  confirmed 
cases,  being  a decrease  of  98  from  the  previous  year. 

The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  the  period  June  to  August 
with  the  highest  number,  101  confirmed  cases  in  July.  Only  the 
first  case  occurring  in  the  household  is  notifiable.  Four  cases 
were  admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 
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The  nurses  of  the  Home  Nursing'  Service  paid  no  visits  to 
imany  of  the  cases,  the  details  being'  as  follows: — 


Under  5 Years. 

Over  5 Years. 

Total. 

First  visits 

62 

31 

93 

Revisits 

7 

10 

17 

Totals 

69 

41 

110 

Meningitis. — Fifteen  cases  of  this  condition  were  notified  during 
the  year,  but  of  these  only  2 were  meningococcal  in  origin.  Both 
were  removed  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Five  of  the  originally  notified  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  other  forms  of  meningitis  and  all  died  in  hospital.  Details 
were  as  follows  : — 

1 died  from  tuberculous  meningitis. 

3 died  from  fulminating  meningitis  (type  unknown). 

1 died  from  septic  meningitis  associated  with  a meningocele. 

The  remaining  8 cases  were  not  confirmed. 

Mumps, — Six  Service  cases  were  intimated,  but  in  one  instance 
1 the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed,  giving  a corrected  figure  of  5 
leases.  All  were  treated  in  hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Five  cases  were  notified.  Immedi- 
ately on  receipt  of  notification,  cases  are  visited  by  the  health 
visitors,  and  treatment  if  carried  out  at  home  is  supervised  daily 
until  recovery. 

The  health  visitors  paid  40)  visits  to  cases  of  this  condition. 

Pneumonia. — (a)  Broncho-Pneumonia. — Forty-six  cases  of  this 
condition  were  intimated  during  the  year,  and  in  seven  instances 
the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  One  case  notified  as  diphtheria 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  broncho-pneumonia,  giving  a 
'corrected  total  of  40  cases.  This  shows  a decrease  of  15  from  the 
figure  for  the  previous  year.  Twenty-nine  of  the  cases  occurred 
in  the  age  group  under  1-5  years. 

(b)  Influenzal  Pneumonia. — One  case  of  influenzal  pneumonia 
was  notified  during  the  year.  Two  cases  notified  as  cerebro-spinal 
fever  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  influenzal  pneumonia,  giving 
a corrected  total  of  3 cases.  One  of  these,  an  infant,  died.  I here 
was  also  one  other  death  from  influenza  but  it  had  not  previously 
been  notified. 
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(c)  Lobar  Pneumonia. — Sixty-nine  cases  of  lobar  pneumonia 
were  confirmed.  This  shows  an  increase  of  14  over  the  figure  for 
the  previous  year.  Forty  cases,  including  3 Service  cases,  were 
removed  to  hospital. 


The  nurses  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service  paid  56  visits  to 
cases  of  pneumonia  as  follows  : — 


Under  5 Years. 

Over  5 Years. 

Total. 

First  visits 

11 

17 

28 

Revisits 

14 

14 

28 

Totals 

25 

31 

56 

The  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  (all  forms  as  above) 
at  different  age  groups  is  shown  as  follows: — 


Age. 

Number. 

Under  1 year 

3 

1-  5 years  

— 

5-15  years  

— 

15-25  years  

— 

25-45  years  

— 

45-65  years  

3 

65  years  and  over 

3 

Total 

9 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  pneumonia 
between  the  ages  of  1 and  45  years. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Puerperal  Sepsis. — Four  cases  of 
puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year.  Three  were 
removed  to  hospital. 

Two  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  were  notified.  One  death  from 
puerperal  sepsis  was  recorded  by  the  Registrar  General.  This  case 
was  not  notified. 

The  Registrar  General  also  recorded  2 deaths  from  other 
puerperal  causes. 

Rubella. — Three  cases  of  this  condition  were  intimated  during 
the  year.  To  this  should  be  added  two  cases  notified  as  scarlet 
fever  and  one  case  notified  as  anterior  poliomyelitis,  giving  a 
corrected  total  of  6.  All  were  treated  in  hospital.  Three  of  the 
cases  occurred  among  Service  personnel. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — One  hundred  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified. 
Of  the  ioo  cases  notified,  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  in  13 
instances,  and  2 cases  notified  as  diphtheria  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  scarlet  fever.  This  gives  a corrected  total  of  8q 
cases.  All  cases  were  treated  in  hospital. 

Twenty-two  cases,  representing  24.7  per  cent,  of  this  total, 
occurred  in  children  under  5 years  of  age;  61  or  68.5  per  cent, 
were  in  children  of  school  age,  and  the  remainder  occurred  in  the 
higher  age  groups. 

There  were  no  deaths. 


The  peak  period  of  the  condition  was  during  November  and 
December,  when  there  were  13  and  16  notifications  respectively. 


Thirteen  persons,  who  were  contacts  and  whose  employment 
necessitated  the  handling  of  food  supplies,  were  temporarily 
suspended  from  work  whilst  awaiting  clearance  throat  swabs. 

Smallpox. — An  outbreak  of  smallpox  occurred  in  (dasgow  at 
the  end  of  March,  and  it  was  ascertained  from  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  (dasgow  that  one  of  the  confirmed  cases  had  visited 
Rosyth  while  incubating  the  disease. 

Enquiry  revealed  that  this  person  had  travelled  by  bus  from 
(dasgow  and  stayed  two  nights  at  an  address  in  Rosyth  before 
returning  again  by  bus  to  (dasgow. 

Fortunately,  during  the  stay  in  Rosyth,  prodromal  symptoms 
restricted  the  individual’s  movements. 

Preventive  measures  were  instigated  at  once.  The  house  was 
fumigated  and  the  occupants  quarantined  for  14  days.  All  contacts 
were  interviewed  and  vaccinated  and  kept  under  daily  surveillance 
for  14  days. 

With  the  occurrence  of  further  cases  in  Glasgow,  and  then 
news  in  the  press  of  the  Rosyth  contacts,  there  was  a considerable 
demand  on  the  part  of  the  public  for  vaccination. 

There  were  vaccinated  some  55°  persons  dining  tin  period  of 
the  outbreak. 


No  case  of  smallpox  occurred  in  the  area. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonaiy 
tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  230. 
During  the  year  47  cases  (24  males  and  23  females)  w<  rt  n<>n  Ht  • 
Thirteen  cases  were  added  to  the  register  from  other  areas,  15  'ett 
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ihe  district,  and  to  of  the  notified  cases  died.  Fifty-six  cases  were 
removed  from  the  register  and  2 were  re-admitted.  There  thus 
remained  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  21 1 cases.  In  17 
instances  the  diagnosis  was  unconfirmed,  giving  the  corrected  figure 
of  194  confirmed  cases  (106  males  and  88  females). 

The  total  of  47  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year  compares  with  50  for  the  previous  year,  and  42  for  the 
average  of  the  last  5 years. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  notified 
under  the  various  age  groups  compared  with  the  figures  for  1949  : J 


Notifications. 

1949. 

1950. 

1-  5 years 

M. 

F. 

M F. 

5-15  years  

2 



3 3 

15-25  years 

8 

12 

9 9 

25-35  years  

6 

5 

4 5 

35-45  years 

5 

5 

4 3 

45-65  years  

4 

2 

3 3 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 — 

Totals 

26 

24 

24  23 

Both  Sexes 

50 

47 

I he  above  table  shows  that  again  the  greatest  number  of 
notifications  occurred  in  the  15-25  age  group  in  both  sexes. 


Twelve  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Of  those  who  died  3 were  not  previously 
notified.  One  person  on  the  tuberculosis  register  died  during  the 
year  from  a non-tuberculous  condition.  The  death-rate  for  tuber- 
culosis of  the  respiratory  system  is  0.25  per  1000  estimated 
population  (both  sexes). 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.— The  number  of  cases  on  the 
register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  66.  During  the  year  10 
new  cases  (4  males  and  6 females)  were  notified.  Three  cases  were 
added  to  the  register  from  other  areas,  3 notified  cases  died,  5 were 
transferred  out,  and  26  were  removed  from  the  register.  This  leaves 
45  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  one  instance 
the  diagnosis  was  unconfirmed,  giving  a corrected  figure  of  44 
(21  males  and  23  females). 


35 


The  total  of  io  cases  notified  as  suffering  from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  compares  with  7 for  the  previous  year,  and  12  for  the 
average  of  the  last  5 years. 

Of  the  3 deaths  mentioned  above,  the  cause  of  death,  in  one 
instance,  was  other  than  tuberculosis.  There  also  was  registered 
one  ether  death  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  which  had  not 
previously  been  notified. 

The  death-rate  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  o.ofi  per  1000 
estimated  population  (both  sexes). 

Whooping  Cough. — Under  the  Public  Health  Infectious 
Diseases  (Scotland)  Amendment  Regulations,  1949,  whooping 
cough  became  notifiable  as  from  1st  January  1950. 

Ninety  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  in  3 instances 
the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed,  giving  a corrected  total  of  87 
cases.  There  were  no  deaths. 


During  the  year  the  nurses  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service  paid 
64  visits  to  cases  of  whooping  cough  as  follows: — 


Under  5 Years. 

Over  5 Years. 

Total. 

First  visits 

23 

32 

55 

Revisits 

9 

9 

Totals 

32 

32 

64 

36 


Housing  Conditions  and  Infectious  Disease.— The  following 
table  correlates  the  confirmed  infections  disease  cases  with  the 
size  of  dwelling: — 


c 

C/1 

C 

CO 

£ 

C/1 

C 

c/i 

C 

t_ 

Disease. 

e 

i— 1 

d 

a 

s 

u 

73 

U 

O 

rj 

i_ 

cl 

Cl 

O 

E 

t_ 

C3 

a 

O 

1— 

cl 

n. 

O 

r— 

c 

u 

C3 

D. 

D. 

< 

VC 

*/! 

= 

O 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

O 

7. 

2 

— 

<N 

ITi 

0 

JZ 

£ 

Anterior  poliomyelitis 

— - 

3 

2 

4 

2 

ti 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . . . . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

3 

2 

2 

3 

10 

Erysipelas 

— 

5 

6 

6 

17 

Measles 

4 

38 

85 

76 

3 

8 

9 

1 

217 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

5 



5 

Pneumonia,  broncho  . 

1 

10 

7 

18 

1 

1 

T 

40 

Pneumonia,  influenzal  . . . . 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia,  lobar  . . 



7 

18 

33 

5 

O 

3 

4 

3 

69 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

T 

2 

4 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

. 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

14 

28 

33 

6 

3 

2 

89 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary  . . . . 

1 

4 

18 

18 

4 

1 

1 

4 

47 

10 

Tuberculosis,  non-pulmonary  . . 

— 



3 

2 

1 

2 

Whooping  cough 

2 

10 

27 

36 

8 

T 

87 

Totals 

9 

91 

200 

240 

31 

14 

10 

3 

18 

3 

613 

The  figures  in  black  denote  the  number  of  Service  cases. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Lunacy.— In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  u2  of 
[re  }\uncacy  (Scotland)  Act,  1857,  as  amended  by  the  National 
Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947,  the  Authorised  Officers  made 
arrangements  for  the  certification  and  removal  of  17  patients  to 
St  rathe  den  Hospital,  Cupar,  during  the  year.  The  classification 
ot  these  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  16  years  . . 

16  years — 60  years 

60  years  and  over 

7 

2 

3 

5 

10 

7 

Totals 

9 

8 

17 

It  has  to  be  remembered  that,  in  addition  to  the  above,  many 
pat  units  are  admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals  voluntarily  and  at  the 


instance  of  relatives.  Assistance  in  making  the  arrangements  was 
given  in  a number  of  such  cases  by  the  Authorised  Officers. 

Full  use  was  again  made  of  the  Ambulance  Service  in  conveying 
mental  patients  to  hospital,  but  in  certain  instances  taxis  were  used 
on  the  advice  of  the  medical  practitioner. 

Twelve  certified  cases  died  in  the  mental  hospital  during  the 
year,  5 were  discharged  “ recovered,”  and  3 discharged  to  the 
care  of  relatives. 


Fees  in  respect  of  certification  are  paid  to  medical  practitioners 
bv  the  Local  Authority. 

Notice  was  received  in  terms  of  Section  9 of  the  Lunacy 
(Scotland)  Act,  1866,  in  4 cases,  and  investigations  were  made  to 
ensure  that  adequate  arrangements  were  made  for  the  welfare  of 
these  patients  before  they  were  discharged. 

During  the  year  new  legislation  was  introduced  concerning 
the  admission  of  voluntary  patients  under  16  years  of  age  to  mental 
hospitals.  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  (Amendment) 
Act,  1949,  authorises  the  reception  in  a Mental  Hospital  as  a boarder 
a person  under  16  years  of  age,  but  only  upon  the  written  appli- 
cation of  his  parent  or  guardian  and  with  the  previous  assent  in 
writing  of  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  General  Board  of 
1 Control. 

Mental  Patients  Liberated  on  Probation,  Boarded-out,  etc.- 

The  Local  Health  Authority  continue  to  supervise  and  grant 
maintenance  allowances  on  behalf  of  Hospital  Boards  to  menta 
patients  liberated  on  probation  or  boarded-out. 


During  the  year,  2 patients  were  liberated  on  probation  from 
Stralheden  Hospital,  Cupar.  1 wo  patients  on  probation  at 
31/12/49  were  returned  to  the  Hospital  during  the  \tar  as  unsui 
able.  One  patient  boarded-out  was  transferred  to  a new  guardian 

during  the  year.  At  3I/I2/5°  ^iere  vve,,‘  4 ITU  ntcl  . Patiel/  * 
liberated  on  probation  or  boarded-out,  2 of  whom  wur  in  nitip 
of  a domiciliary  allowance.  Expenses  inclined  in  h sp< a 1 <>  u 
Service  are  recoverable  in  full  from  the  appropiiali  ospita 


Mental  Deficiency. 


-At  31st  December  1950,  there  were  38 


38 


certified  mental  defectives  on  the  register.  These  cases  were  dealt 
with  as  follows: — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  guardianship 

9 

b 

15 

In  Institutions 

1 1 

1 1 

■> 

On  licence  from  Institutions.  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

21 

17 

.18 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  2 mental  defectives 
belonging  to  other  Authorities  and  7 uncertified  mental  defectives 
(3  females  and  4 males)  under  care  and  supervision  at  31/12/50. 


Ascertainment. — Six  cases  of  possible  mental  defect  were 
referred  to  the  Department — 3 by  the  Education  Authority  and  3 
by  relatives.  Two  of  the  cases  were  certifiable  and  were  admitted 
to  an  institution,  one  with  the  parents’  consent  and  one  bv  Petition 
to  the  Sheriff  for  a Judicial  Order. 

Mental  Defectives  under  Guardianship. — One  mental  defective 
having  served  a satisfactory  period  of  “ licence  ” from  an 
institution  was  placed  officially  under  guardianship  during  the 
year.  Four  defectives  were  transferred  to  new  guardians  during 
the  year  and  1 defective  under  guardianship  died.  The  Authorised 
Officers  made  134  visits  to  the  homes  of  mental  defectives  during  the 
period.  1 his  number  includes,  in  addition  to  visits  of  Statutory 
Supervision,  visits  for  the  purpose  of  making  reports  on  the  home 
circumstances  of  institutional  cases  in  connection  with  applications 
for  discharge,  holiday  leave,  and  for  providing  the  necessary 
information  for  the  General  Board  of  Control  for  Scotland  in  regard 
to  cases  whose  period  of  detention  was  due  to  expire  during  the  year. 

I he  Local  Authority  continue  to  pay  maintenance  allowances 
to  mental  defectives  under  guardianship  and,  on  behalf  of  the 
appropriate  Hospital  Boards,  to  mental  defectives  on  licence  from 
institutions. 

At  31/12/50  there  were  12  cases  in  receipt  of  allowances,  with 
a total  weekly  expenditure  of  approximately  £\6  (excluding  clothing 
grants) . 

Institutional  Care. — During  the  year,  2 patients  were  admitted 
to  institutions.  One  patient  was  discharged  by  the  Authority  of 
the  General  Board  of  Control  to  the  care  of  relatives.  At  31st 
December  195°,  there  were  22  mental  defectives  accommodated  in 


Institutions.  In  addition,  i was  on  licence  from  an  institution 
and  under  guardianship.  Particulars  of  the  institutions  and  the 
number  of  mental  defectives  belonging  to  Dunfermline  who  were 
accommodated  in  these  institutions  at  31st  December  1950  are  set 
out  below  : — 


Institutions. 

Males. 

Females. 

On  licence. 

Total. 

Royal  Scottish 
National 
Institution, 
Larbert  . . . . 

Under  Over 
16  16 

— 5 

Under  Over 
16  16 

— 2 

Males. 

7 

Waverley  Park 
Institution, 
Kirkintilloch. . 



— 1 

— 

1 

Blinkbonny 
Institution, 
Falkirk  . . . . 



— 4 

— 

4 

Gogarburn 
Institution, 
Edinburgh  . . 

— 1 



— 

1 

Strathore 
Hospital, 
Thornton  . . 

3 — 

2 — 

— 

5 

Baldovan 
Institution, 
Dundee  . . . . 



1 

1 

St  Joseph’s 
Institution, 
Rosewell, 
Midlothian  . . 

— 2 

— 2 

— 

4 

Totals  . . . . 

3 8 

2 9 

1 

23 

Very  little  progress  appears  to  have  been  made  during  the  year 
to  alleviate  the  acute  shortage  of  institutional  accommodation.  I he 
condition  of  a number  of  feeble-minded  defectives  under  guardian- 
ship and  under  care  or  supervision  has  deteriorated  and  they  ion  Id 
now  be  classified  as  low  grade.  These  defectives  need  more  care 
and  attention  which  only  the  specialist  staff  of  an  institution  can 
give. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

School  Medical  Inspections  were  carried  out  on  the  usual  lines. 

Table  I.  shows  the  numbers  examined,  and  Table  II.  shows 
the  defects  found.  Table  III.  is  a classification  of  defects  by  age 
groups  in  order  of  severity. 
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TABLE  I. 


A.  SYSTEMATIC  EXAMINATIONS. 

Entrants 

Second  age  group,  9 years 

Third  age  group,  13  years 

Fourth  age  group 

Totals 


B.  OTHER  EXAMINATIONS. 

Special  cases 

Re-inspections 

Non-routines 

Vision  group 

Totals 


Number  of  Children  Examined. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

401 

376 

326 

341 

427 

414 

34 

42 

1,188 

1,173 

Boys. 

Girls. 

73 

61 

59 

54 

54 

84 

293 

315 

479 

514 

Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic  examina- 
tions who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  excluding 
uncleanliness  and  dental  caries: — 


Entrants 

Second  age  group 

Third  age  group 

Fourth  age  group 

Other  systematic  examinations 

Totals 


Boys. 

27 

6 

5 


Girls. 

20 

4 

5 
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Number  of  School  Medical  Inspections ]99 

Health  Visitors’  Inspections 249 

Refraction  Clinics  (Specialist) * 31 

Number  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Sessions  at  Schools 15 

Vision  Testing  Sessions 3 
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TABLE  II. — Systematic  Examinations  (Continued). 
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Entrants.  Second  age-group.  Third  age-group.  Fourth  age-group.  Total. 
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Nutrition. — Of  the  2,361  school  children  examined  during  the 
year,  74  or  3.1  per  cent,  were  found  to  suffer  from  slight  nutritional 
defect,  and  2 or  0.08  per  cent,  from  more  marked  nutritional  defect. 

Attendance  of  Parents. — A notice  of  the  forthcoming  medical 
inspection  is  sent  to  the  parents  of  each  child,  and  they  are  invited 
to  attend.  Their  attendance  is  very  much  in  the  child’s  interest, 
as  it  enables  the  doctor  to  ascertain  precise  details  of  past  illnesses 
and  family  history.  Should  treatment  of  any  condition  be  required, 
personal  explanation  is  more  satisfactory  than  any  written  notice 
and  more  likely  to  be  effective.  During  the  year  parents  have 
continued  to  co-operate  in  this  way,  especially  in  the  more  junior 
age  groups. 

It  is  unfortunately  true,  however,  that  on  the  whole  we  do  not 
see  the  parents  of  the  children  who  are  most  in  need  of  attention. 
The  careful  mother  of  the  well-cared  for  child  attends,  and  has 
the  satisfaction  of  learning  that  all  is  well.  When  a child’s 
condition  is  less  satisfactory  it  is  very  often  found  that  lack  of 
parental  interest  extends  to  school  medical  inspection,  and  oppor- 
tunity for  discussion  is  not  afforded. 

Of  777  entrant  infants  examined,  561  were  accompanied  by 
•parents,  and  of  1,584  other  children  examined,  parents  were  present 
in  393  instances. 

Refusal  of  Medical  Inspection. — The  number  of  refusals  was 
;again  a negligible  percentage  of  the  number  of  children  examined. 
There  were,  in  all,  21  refusals,  representing  0.88  per  cent. 

Health  Visitors’  Inspections. — The  health  visitors  carry  out 
(inspections  of  heads  and  clothing,  and  where  necessary  refer  cases 
jlto  the  school  clinic  for  treatment.  “ Follow-up  ” visits  were  also 
iimacle  to  ensure  that  their  suggestions  and  instructions  were  being 
:acted  upon. 

Number  of  children  inspected  by  health  visitors 4,506 

Number  of  re-inspections  and  follow-up  visits 32,879 

Number  of  homes  visited 83 

Treatment. — During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
scontinued  to  be  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  school  children, 
lunder  the  arrangement  made  with  the  Carnegie  Dunfermline  1 rust 
=and  Dunfermline  Town  Council.  The  medical  aspect  of  the  work 
'was  undertaken  by  the  medical  members  of  the  Health  Department 
‘staff. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  conveying  to  the  members  of  the 
ICarnegie  Dunfermline  Trust  staff  engaged  in  this  work  my  cordial 
thanks  and  appreciation  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 
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Specialist  Clinics.— (a)  Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat  Clinic— Miss  B. 
Elizabeth  Nesbitt,  B.Sc.,  B.A.O.,  F.R.C.S.E.,  is  the  Consultant 
to  this  clinic.  During  the  year  1 6 1 school  children  were  seen  at 
the  clinic. 

(b)  Ophthalmic  Clinic. — Ophthalmic  treatment  of  school 
chidren  is  carried  out  by  Mr  C.  R.  Duncan  Leeds,  F.R.C.S.E., 
D.O.M.S.  The  report  of  the  year’s  work  in  this  clinic  is  shown 
in  the  following  table: — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Number  of  clinics 

31 

Number  of  cases  examined 

85 

62 

Number  of  cases  re-examined 

77 

70 

Hypermetropia 

49 

46 

Hypermetropic  astigmatism 

54 

43 

Myopia 

23 

21 

Myopic  astigmatism 

12 

6 

Mixed  astigmatism 

4 

6 

Emmetropia 

20 

10 

Frames  fitted 

78 

63 

(c)  Orthopaedic  Clinics. — Mr  Robert  F Stirling,  F.R.C.S.E., 
is  the  Consulting  Orthopaedic  .Specialist  to  the  clinic.  Five 
specialist  clinics  were  held  during  the  year  at  which  78  school 
children  were  seen. 

General  Clinic. 


No.  of  Cases. 

No.  of 
Attendances. 

Defective  speech 

29 

935 

Ear,  nose  and  throat 

528 

1 .225 

Eye 

233 

777 

Orthopredic 

223 

2.798 

Other  conditions 

2,844 

7.622 

Skin 

1.103 

6.492 

U.V.R.  treatment 

123 

1 568 

Totals  

5.083 

21.417 

Dental  Clinic. 


Dental  inspections 

4.270 

No.  of  cases 

1 8“*7 

No.  of  attendances 

5.334 
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Co-operation  of  Teachers. — Headmasters  and  teachers  con- 
tinued to  co-operate  and  proved  very  helpful  in  referring  ailing 
children  for  examination.  Their  interest  and  assistance  are 
invaluable,  and  greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  school  medical 
inspection. 

Medical  Examination  of  Mentally  Defective  Children.— Nine- 
teen mentally  defective  children  were  medically  examined,  and 
special  reports  submitted  to  Dr  Krause,  Deputy  County  Medical 
Officer,  Fife  County. 

HOSPITALS. 

West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. — By  arrangement 
between  Dunfermline  Town  Council  and  the  South  Eastern 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as 
Medical  Superintendent,  and  the  clinical  duties  of  the  hospital  are 
undertaken  bv  the  medical  members  of  the  Health  Department  staff. 

Of  the  770  patients  treated  in  the  West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  327  (which  include  23  Service  cases)  were  from  Dun- 
fermline Burgh,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of 
the  various  diseases  : — 


In  Hospital 
1/1/50. 

Admitted 
during  1950. 

Tctal. 

(a)  Civilian  Cases: — 

Anterior  poliomyelitis  . . . . 

— 

P 

11 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

2 

2 

Chickenpox 

— 

3 

3 

Dysentery 

1 

10 

11 

Erysipelas 

— 

7 

7 

Gastro-enteritis 

2 

10 

12 

Measles 

— 

4 

4 

Miscellaneous 

8 

56 

64 

Pneumonia,  broncho 

4 

38 

42 

Pneumonia,  influenzal  ..  .. 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia,  lobar 

— 

37 

37 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

3 

3 

Rubella 

— 

3 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

5 

89 

94 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary  . . 

— 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis,  non-pulmonary 

— 

1 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

— 

6 

6 

(b)  Service  Cases: — 

Chickenpox 

— 

4 

4 

Miscellaneous 

— 

8 

Mumps 

— 

5 

j 

Pneumonia,  lobar 

— 

3 

Rubella 

— 

3 

3 

Totals 

20 

307 

327 
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Bandrum  Children’s  Convalescent  Home. — By  arrangement 
between  Dunfermline  Town  Council  and  the  South  Eastern 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as 
Medical  Superintendent  of  this  institution. 

Children  requiring  a period  of  convalescence  are  admitted  from 
the  various  hospitals  serving  the  West  Fife  area,  from  the  child 
welfare  and  school  clinics  or  bv  recommendation  from  their  own  j 
family  doctor.  They  are  all  debilitated  and  ailing  from  various 
causes,  their  chief  need  being  ample  rest  and  quiet,  regular  hours: 
of  sleep,  good  food,  and  fresh  air. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  18  children  were  in  residence  and 
157  were  admitted  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  174  children 
(8q  boys  and  85  girls).  The  average  duration  of  stay  was  53  days 
The  average  gain  in  weight  was  3 lbs.  6 ozs. 

REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  and  Maternitv  Homes 
(Scotland)  Act,  one  nursing  home  was  registered  with  accommoda- 
tion for  maternity  cases.  This  nursing  home  closed  permanently- 
in  June.  No  new  applications  for  registration  were  received. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Copies  of  the  book  “ The  Health  of  Mother  and  Child,”  pro- 
duced by  the  Glasgow  Public  Health  Department,  were  made 
available  at  all  child  welfare  clinics. 

During  Dunfermline  Civic  Week,  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  produced  a “ Health  Exhibition  ” as  part  of  the  “ Our 
Town  Exhibition,”  an  exhibition  sponsored  bv  the  National 
Association  of  Local  Government  Officers. 

This  presented  to  the  citizens  of  Dunfermline,  in  graphic 
manner,  the  work  which  the  Department  does  from  dav  to  day 
towards  maintaining  and  improving  the  general  health  of  the 
community.  Members  of  the  Health  Department  staff  were  in 
attendance  and  took  the  opportunity  of  furthering  the  Health 
Education  programme  by  the  distribution  of  leaflets  and  answering 
visitors’  questions. 

The  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education  gave  valuable 
assistance  both  material  and  technical  in  planning  and  producing 
the  exhibition  and  in  providing  many  of  the  leaflets  on  health 
topics. 
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A feature  of  the  exhibition  was  the  small  cinema  at  which 
pictures,  sound  and  silent,  were  shown.  Several  films  on  “ health  ” 
topics  were  shown. 

PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  arrangements  made  under  the  Port  Sanitary  Regulations 
(Scotland)  1933  and  1945  were  satisfactory. 

A total  of  17  ships  arrived  at  Rosyth  from  foreign  ports,  and 
all  were  granted  free  pratique. 
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APPENDIX  I. 

List  of  Midwives  (with  names,  enrolment  numbers,  and 
addresses)  who  have  given  notice  under  Section  18  of  the  Midwives 
(Scotland)  Act,  1915,  of  their  intention  to  practise  in  the  Burgh  of 
Dunfermline. 

No. 

Lily  Beveridge,  128  Main  Street,  Townhill,  Dunfermline 4573 

Barbara  L.  Braid,  1 Park  Place,  Dunfermline  . 19682 

Elizabeth  Cox,  26  Queensferry  Road,  Rosyth 7060 

Janet  MacGregor,  1 Park  Place,  Dunfermline 18197 

Sarah  McC.  Ross,  1 Park  Place,  Dunfermline 19410 

Isabella  W.  Sinclair,  7 Aberlour  Street,  Rosyth 19843 

J.  B.  Slater,  22  Chamberfield  Road,  Dunfermline 14276 

Lucy  E.  Stoneley,  7 Aberlour  Street,  Rosyth 5367 

Elizabeth  Todd,  1 Park  Place,  Dunfermline 11514 

Christina  Young,  80  Bruce  Street,  Dunfermline 874 
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APPENDIX  II. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 
notified  from  1st  January  1950  to  31st  December  1950. 

_ - ~ - ■ - - — = 

Number  of  Cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  accepted  by  him  as  suffering  from  the  stated  Disease. 


Cerebro-spinal 
fever 

Chickenpox 

Dysentery  ... 

Erysipelas  ... 

Measles  

Ophthalmia 
neonatorum  ... 

Pneumonia, 
acute  influenzal 

Pneumonia, 
acute  primary 

Pneumonia  (not 

otherwise  notifiable) 

Poliomyelitis, 
acute  

Puerperal  fever 

Puerperal 
pyrexia  

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Whooping 
cough  


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 


Totals 


M 

F 


4 

6 

2 

5 

5 

6 
11 

124 

93 

4 
1 
1 

2 

3 
44 
25 
19 
21 

5 

6 
2 

4 
39 
50 
37 
50 


7 

292 

272 


10 

3 


At  Age — Years. 


25 

9 


61 

42 


4 

3 
6 

10 

4 
2 


9 

13 

11 

26 


102 

98 


59 

48 


10 

5 

1 

2 


27 

34 

22 

19 


120 
1 12 


•o 

c 


6 
14 
1 1 


1 

5 

10 


10 

7 


14 

16 


S o 
U 


I 

3 

29 

11 

19 

19 

5 

6 


3 

39 

50 


7 

111 

101 


. 2 
a,  — 
H 

cd  n 

u 2 


3 
7 

121 

92 

4 

1 

1 

1 

15 

14 


37 

50 


181 

171 


The  figures  in  black  denote  Service  cases 


and  arc  included  in  the  totals. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

RETURN  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  ?ist 
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APPENDIX  III.— TUBERCULOSIS  (Continued). 
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APPENDIX  III.— TUBERCULOSIS  (Continued). 

5.  RETURN  OF  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  WHO  DIED 
FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  THE  AREA  DURING 
THE  YEAR  WITH  PARTICULARS  AS  TO  PERIOD 
ELAPSING  BETWEEN  NOTIFICATION  AND  DEATH 
AND  BETWEEN  DISCHARGE  FROM  AN  INSTITU- 
TION AND  DEATH. 


Respiratory. 

Non-respiratory. 

Males. 

Females 

Males. 

Females. 

Number  of  persons  who  died  from  tuber- 
culosis   

6 

6 

1 

2 

Of  whom — • 

Not  notified  or  notified  only  at  or  after 
death  

2 

1 

1 

2 

Notified  less  than  1 month  before  death  . . 



1 



_ 

Notified  from  1 to  3 months 

. 



Notified  from  3 to  6 months 

1 



Notified  from  6 to  12  months 





Notified  from  1 to  2 years 

2 

1 

. 

Notified  over  2 years 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Totals  

6 

6 

1 

2 

Number  who  died  within  28  days  after  dis- 
charge from  an  institution 

Number  who  died  more  than  28  days  after 
discharge  from  an  institution 

1 

1 

— 

— 

APPENDIX  IV. 

DEATHS  IN  DUNFERMLINE  BURGH  DURING  1950. 
CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Corrected). 

The  following  Table  shows  the  cause  of  Death  at  the  various  Age  Groups: 
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APPENDIX  V. 

Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  from  the  Wards  of  the  Burgh. 

eases- Ward  1.  Ward  2.  Ward  3.  Ward  4.  Ward  5.  Ward  6.  Ward  7. 
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Figures  in  black  denote  Service  cases. 
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ON  THE 


GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  BURGH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


1950 


ALEXR.  H DUNCAN,  m.r.san.i.,  m.inst.p.c.,  m.i.t.a., 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Cleansing. 
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To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland \ 
and  the  Provost , Magistrates,  and  Councillors 
of  the  City  and  Ppyal  Burgh  of  Dunfermline. 


Mrs  Dali  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Burgh  and  of  the  work  performed 
by  the  Sanitary  and  Cleansing  Departments  during  the  year  1950. 

I his  report  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  contained  in  D.H.S.  Circular  No.  1 12/19^0. 

I have  to  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  support  given  by  the 
Town  Council,  especially  the  Health  and  Cleansing  Committees, 
and  I would  also  express  my  thanks  to  the  other  Corporation 
Officials  for  assistance  rendered.  1 would  further  avail  myself  of 
this  opportunity  to  make  acknowledgment  of  the  services  of  the  staff 
and  employees. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALEXR.  II.  DCNCAN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Inspector  of  Cleansing. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

35  Queen  Anne  Street, 

Dunfermline, 

24th  September  1951. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


STATISTICS. 


Area  of  Burgh  in  Acres 

Miles  of  Streets,  etc 

Population  (Census  1931) 

Population  estimated  at  end  of  year 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Gross  Valuation 

Gross  Rateable  Value 


Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate — Owner £1,503 

Occupier  . . . •.  . . . . 1 ,495 


7,674 

57.13 

34,954 

47,725 

12,481 

£415,908 

£363.579 


£1,998 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 

WATER  SUPPLY: 

An  extension  of  the  water  mains  in  the  Burgh  was  effected  by 
the  laying  of  So  lineal  yards  of  4 inch  spun  iron  pipe,  thus 
completing  the  new  main  at  Camdean  Site,  Rosyth.  The  renewal 
of  the  water  pipe  in  Main  Street,  Kingseat,  which  was  mentioned 
last  year,  was  also  completed  by  the  laying  of  40  lineal  yards  of 
4 inch  asbestos  cement  pipes. 

The  repair  and  resurfacing  of  Moodie  Street  necessitated  the 
renewal  of  the  existing  water  main  by  the  laying  of  210  lineal 
yards  of  q inch  spun  iron  pipe. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  approximately  40,601,000 
gallons  of  water  in  store  at  Craigluscar  Reservoir  and  101,797,000 
gallons  in  store  at  Glensherup  Reservoir.  The  quantity  of  water 
for  both  domestic  and  industrial  purposes  was  adequate,  while  the 
quality  from  both  sources  was  satisfactory,  the  chlor.natton  of  the 
Craigluscar  supply,  commenced  early  in  the  year  under  review, 
still  being  continued. 

The  average  daily  consumpt  per  head  was:— 

(a)  Domestic  purposes — 35.86  gallons,  and  (b)  I rude  purpose.- 
—16.31  gallons,  a total  of  52.17  gallons  per  head. 

A complaint  was  received  relative  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition 
of  the  water  supply  and  this  was,  in  due  course,  rente  ic 


DRAINAGE  : 


Seventy-three  complaints  were 
regarding  choked  and  defective  drains, 


received  during  the  \cnr 
and  the  necessary  remedial 


64 


measures  were  effected  by  the  owners  on  receipt  of  verbal  and 
written  intimations. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-five  Smoke  Tests  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  Colour  Tests  were  applied  to  the  drains  of  forty-two 
dwelling-houses  and  fifty-three  other  premises,  while  renewals  and 
extensions  were  made  to  seventy-four  properties. 

The  sewers  in  Dundas  .Street  and  Moncur  Street,  Townhill, 
were  renewed,  involving  the  laying  of  150  yards  of  15  inch  pipe 
in  the  former  and  190  yards  of  9 inch  pipe  and  130  yards  of  12  inch 
pipe  in  the  latter. 

SEWAGE  PURIFICATION  AND  DISPOSAL: 

No  nuisance  was  caused  by  the  method  of  sewage  disposal  in 
operation  within  the  Burgh,  namely,  by  means  of  outfall  sewers 
discharging  into  the  Forth  Estuary  at  two  points. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES: 

The  number  of  dry  closets  in  use  was  reduced  hv  five,  due  to 
the  installation  of  water  closets  in  two  properties. 

The  number  of  dry  closets  and  ashpits  in  the  Burgh  is: — 


Dry  Closets 25 

Ashpits 17 


Six  additional  W.C.s  were  erected  during  the  vear,  thereby 
reducing  the  incidence  of  water  closets  used  in  common.  The 
water  closets  now  used  in  common  are  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  water  closets  used  by  two  families 455 

Number  of  water  closets  used  by  three  families 306 

Number  of  water  closets  used  by  four  families 123 

Number  of  water  closets  used  by  five  or  more  families  . . 28 


Total 912 

OUTSIDE  WATER  SUPPLY: 


Due  to  the  closure  of  some  unfit  houses  and  the  reconditioning 
of  others,  the  incidence  of  houses  having  an  outside  water  supply 
is  now  as  follows: — 


llllllll 
for  for  for  for  for  for  for  for  Houses. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Ward  1 1 1 — — — _ — — 3 

Ward  2 I 1 l l _ _ _ _ 10 

Ward  3 2 — — 1 — — 6 

Ward  4 5 1 — — — — 7 

Ward  5 3 I — 2 — 13 

Ward  6 5 3 3 — - — 20 

Ward  7 5 — _ _ _ — _ _ “5 


Total 22  7 4 4 — — — — 64 
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_ACK  OF  CLEANLINESS  IN  COMMON  WATER  CLOSETS: 

There  was  no  call  during-  the  year  for  the  serving  of  notices 
regarding  lack  of  cleanliness  in  water  closets  used  in  common. 

The  existence  of  twenty-seven  defects  in  water  closets  was 
ntimated  to  the  owners  concerned  and  subsequent  inspections 
served  to  show  that  the  necessary  repairs  had  been  effected. 

^WASH-HOUSE  BYE-LAWS: 

The  existence  of  structural  defects  in  wash-houses  required  the 
■^ending  of  four  intimations,  and  subsequent  re-inspections  revealed 
that  the  necessary  remedial  measures  had  been  effected. 

IRIVERS  POLLUTION  : 

Three  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  the 
[pollution  of  streams  within  the  Burgh. 

One  of  these  related  to  the  dumping  of  refuse  in  a burn  which 
Iliad  been  blocked  by  the  partial  collapse  of  the  bank  at  the  entrance 
tto  the  culvert.  On  representation  from  this  Department,  the 
inecessary  steps  were  taken  by  the  adjoining  proprietors  to  clean  the 
Iburn  and  rebuild  the  bank. 

A temporary  diversion  of  sewage  from  a defective  sewer  into 
Townhill  Loch  resulted  in  another  complaint.  This  was  soon 
1 rectified. 

Another  complaint  related  to  the  pollution  of  a burn  at  the  north 
cside  of  the  town.  This  was  found  to  be  caused  by  a wash-house 
‘drain  which  was  defective.  A written  intimation  was  served  on 
!ithe  owner,  who,  in  due  course,  carried  out  the  necessary  remedial 
* measures. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES: 

The  only  Offensive  Trades  carried  on  within  the  Burgh  are 
"Tripe  Dressing,  Gut  Scraping,  and  the  Slaughtering  of  Cattle,  all 
being  situated  at  the  Slaughterhouse.  I here  were  no  complaints 
received  during  the  year  concerning  these  trades. 

SCHOOLS: 

The  thirteen  schools  in  the  Burgh  were  regularly  inspected  and 
fourteen  written  intimations  were  served  calling  attention  to  defects. 
Subsequent  inspections  revealed  that  many  of  these  defects  had  been 
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rectified  while  some  were  held  over  for  attention  during  the  summer 
vacation. 

Building  operations  at  a junior  school  revealed  the  presence  of 
a large  cess-pit,  and  this  insanitarv  arrangement  was  removed  and 
proper  drainage  fittings  installed. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948: 

The  number  and  types  of  mechanical  and  non-mechanical 
factories  in  the  Burgh  are  shown  herewith  : — 

MECHANICAL. 


Aerated  Waters,  Beer,  and  Whisky 

Bottling 

Bakeries 

Blacksmith 

Boot  Repairing 

Brick  and  Pipe  Making 

Butchers 

Coachbuilders 

Concrete  Makers 

Coppersmith  and  Brassfounder 

Coffin  Furnishing 

Dairy 

Dressmaking 

Electrical  Generating 

Embroidery 

Engineering 

Firewood  Cutting 

French  Polishing 

Glazing 

Golf  Club  Manufacturing 

Joinery 


Laundries  and  Dry  Cleaning 5 

6 Millers 3 

14  Motor  Vehicle  Repairing 19 

I Photographers 3 

4 Plumbers 5 

1 Potato  Crisp  Manufacturer 1 

27  Preserved  Meats 2 

3 Printers 5 

3 Rag  and  Metal  Sorting 1 

1 Rubber  Shoes  and  Allied  Products  . . 1 

I Sawmill 1 

1 Sheet  Metal  Worker 1 

5 Tailoring 2 

I Tile  Slabbing 1 

4 Toy  Balloons 1 

1 1 Upholsterers  and  Cabinetmakers  ....  4 

3 Watch  and  Clock  Repairing 4 

1 Weaving 8 

2 Weighing  Machine  Repairing 2 

I 

14  173 


NON-MECHANICAL. 


Blacksmith I 

Coach  Painting 1 

Cooked  Meats 1 

Dressmaking I 

Gut  Scraping 1 

Photographers 3 

Plumbers 5 


All  factories  within  the  Burj. 
involving  four  hundred  and  foui 
these,  one  hundred  and  nine 
regarding  two  hundred  and  sev 
factories,  and  at  the  end  of  the  \ 
of  these  defects  were  remedied. 


Rag  Sorting 1 

Saddlery 1 

Tripe  Dressing 1 

Tailoring 1 

Upholsterers 5 

Watch  and  Clock  Repairs 1 


23 

>h  were  inspected  during  the  year, 
Teen  inspections.  As  a result  of 
written  intimations  were  served 
enty-one  defects  found  within  the 
•ear  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight 


I he  vast  majority  of  these  defects  related  to  unsuitable  or 
defective  W.C.  accommodation,  and  while  these  were  easily 

' J ■ 


rectified,  it  indicates  that  more  attention  should  be  paid  by  manage- 
ments to  the  proper  maintenance  and  cleanliness  of  sanitary 
accommodation.  There  are,  however,  many  firms  who  need  no 
reminding  of  their  obligations,  and  it  is  only  fair  to  record  that 
modern  hygienic  accommodation  was  provided  in  three  mechanical 
factories. 

BAKE-HOUSES  : 

All  bakeries  were  inspected  at  regular  intervals.  In  one  of 
these  structural  alterations,  including  the  replacement  of  a Scotch 
oven  by  a gas  one,  were  almost  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  this  renovation  will  greatly  enhance  the  premises  concerned. 

Generally,  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  bakeries  is  good,  but 
it  was  necessary  to  remind  some  of  the  occupiers  of  their  statutory 
obligation  to  limewash  or  wash-down  their  premises  at  least  once 
every  six  months.  Exception  was  also  taken  to  the  condition  of 
floors  in  three  bakeries,  but  in  due  course  it  was  observed  that 
improvement  had  been  effected. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS: 

The  premises  used  as  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  were  regularly 
inspected,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  issue  four  written  and 
one  verbal ' intimation  regarding  defects  in  the  property. 

LODGING  HOUSES: 

Regular  weekly  inspections  were  made  of  the  only  remaining 
Lodging  House  in  the  town  and  verbal  intimations,  relative  to 
defects  found,  resulted  in  the  speedy  repair  of  same. 

The  average  number  of  men  residing  in  this  place  was  seventy. 


NUISANCES: 

Six  hundred  and  eight  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year,  and  of  these  thirty-one  were  found  to  be  unjustified.  tota 
of  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  nuisances  were  dealt  with,  in  1 m 
course  of  which  three  hundred  and  fourteen  written  and  two  nine  re 
and  twenty  verbal  intimations  were  sent,  and  seven  bun  re  an  ^ 
sixty-seven  visits  of  inspection  were  made.  Subsequent  \isits  w« r( 
made  to  ascertain  the  progress  of  repair  and,  as  a insult,  tmt)  six 
second  notices  were  issued. 
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The  following'  table  shows  the  number  and  variety  of  the 
nuisances  dealt  with  during'  the  year: — 


Accumulations 67 

Areas,  etc.,  dirty 5 

Atmospheric  pollution 18 

Drains,  choked  and  defective 73 

Flooding  of  area  and  premises 10 

Gas  supply  defective 2 

Houses,  damp 55 

Houses,  dirty 33 

Houses,  defective  woodwork 20 

Houses,  general  defects 122 

Offensive  smells 7 

Premises,  pest  infested  and  verminous,  53 
Rain  water  fitting  defective 31 


BURIAL  GROUNDS: 


Roof  defective 81 

Sewers  choked  and  defective 5 

Shaking  of  mats 5 

Stables,  dirty 1 

Stairs  defective 2 

Streams  polluted 3 

Surface  drainage  defective 1 

Wash-houses  defective 4 

Water  supply  discoloured 1 

Water  supply  inadequate 6 

Water  pipes  burst 7 

W.C.s  defective 27 


The  following  table  com 

piled  by  Mr  J.  W.  Gladstone,  Cemeterv 

Superintendent,  to  whom 

I am  indebted, 

shows  the 

number  of 

interments  for  each  calenda 

r month  at  the 

three  burial 

grounds  in 

the  Burgh,  viz.:-- 

Dunfermline 

Douglas  Bank 

Abbey 

Cemetery. 

Cemetery. 

Churchyard. 

January 

38 

8 

— 

February 

49 

11 

— 

March 

46 

8 

— 

April 

38 

7 

— 

May 

46 

5 

1 

June 

26 

1 

— 

July 

35 

7 

1 

August 

33 

6 

— 

September 

1 



October 

2 



November 

41 



- 

December 

42 

5 

— 

461 

61 

2 

THE  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949: 

As  mentioned  in  previous  years,  the  Sanitary  Department 
undertake  all  the  duties  falling'  to  the  Local  Authority  under  this 
Act,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  being  designated  as  the 
Authorised  Officer  for  this  purpose.  These  duties  include  the 
inspection  of  the  area  for  the  existence  of  rat  and  mice  infestation, 
the  arranging  for  the  destruction  of  such  pests  in  the  premises,  etc., 
where  by  inspection  it  has  been  found  that  infestation  exists.  When 
such  infestation  has  been  eradicated,  this  Department  then  considers 
what,  if  any,  rat  proofing  measures  are  required,  and  in  those  cases 
where  this  is  necessary  the  owners  and  occupiers  are  advised 
accordingly.  The  Sanitary  Department  employs  a Rat  Catcher, 


whose  services  are  available  to  owners  and  occupiers  of  infested 
properties  at  a charge  of  5s.  per  hour. 

During  the  year  the  undernoted  premises  were  dealt  with  and 
the  following  number  of  rats  and  mice  destroyed,  viz.  : — 


Allotments  . . 
Building  Sites  . . 

Churches 

Coups  

Dwellinghouses  . 

Factories 

Garages 

Hospitals  . . 


1 Offices  . . . . 

3 Public  Baths 

2 Schools  . . . 

5 Sewers  . . 

68  Shops  . . . . 

2 Stables  . . 

3 Streams  . . . 

2 Yards  . . 


Total  number  of  premises 

Number  of  rats  trapped 

Number  of  rats  poisoned 

Number  of  rats  gassed 

Total  number  of  rats  destroyed 

Total  number  of  mice  destroyed 

Total  number  of  visits  to  above  premises 


118 

142 

788 

53 

983 

714 

2081 


1 

1 

2 
3 

13 

2 

1 

9 


Extensive  rat  proofing  measures  were  carried  out  at  certain 
food  shops  and  restaurants  throughout  the  period  under  review. 


TENTS,  VANS,  AND  SHEDS: 


There  were  six  caravans  situated  in  difierent  parts  of  the  Burgh 
during  the  year.  These  were  found  on  inspection  to  be  clean  and  a 
water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation  were  available  either  on 
the  site  or  in  the  vicinity. 


In  March  the  “ Shows  ” visited  the  St  Leonard’s  Showground, 
and  there  were  twenty-seven  caravans  containing  twenty-seven  adult 
males,  thirty-six  adult  females,  sixteen  boys,  and  nine  girls,  a total 
of  eighty-eight  persons. 


A circus  visited  the  same  site  in  May,  when  there  were  ten 
caravans  containing  fourteen  adult  males,  seven  adult  females,  one 
boy,  and  two  girls,  a total  of  twenty-four  persons.  It  is  understood 
that  the  remainder  of  the  Circus  personnel  resided  in  lodgings  within 
the  Burgh  during  the  visit  of  this  Circus. 

In  May,  the  “ Shows”  came  to  the  site  in  Aberlour  Street, 
Rosvlh,  and  remained  for  about  one  month.  I here  wen  tin 
caravans  containing  nine  adult  males,  thirteen  adult  femak  s,  nine 
boys,  and  five  girls,  a total  of  thirty-six  persons. 

These  vans  were  regularly  inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a 
clean  condition.  All  refuse  and  kitchen  waste  were  ie^u  ai  \ 
removed  from  these  sites  by  the  C leansing  Department  on  a contract 

basis. 
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DIRTY  AND  VERMINOUS  HOUSES: 

Eighty-four  dwellinghouses  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  of 
which  thirty-one  were  dirty  and  fifty-three  verminous.  The  dirty 
houses  improved  with  regular  inspection.  In  the  fiftv-three 
verminous  houses,  the  cause  for  complaint,  in  the  majority  of  the 
cases,  was  the  furniture  beetle,  while  other  causes  were  beetles, 
snails,  silvertish,  fleas,  lice,  moths,  wasps,  flies,  and  slaters.  These 
were  successfully  eradicated  by  the  proper  application  of  the 
appropriate  insecticide. 


PUBLIC  BATHS: 

Regular  inspection  was  made  of  the  Public  Baths  and  District 
Institutes,  which  are  efficiently  administered  by  Mr  Cumming, 
Engineer-Superintendent,  and  two  samples  of  water  were  taken 
from  the  Swimming  Pond,  one  in  January  and  the  other  in 
September. 


I he  Public  Analyst  and  Bacteriologist  reported  on  these  two 
samples  of  water  as  follows: — 


RESULT  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 

ONE  MILLION  PARTS  OF  THIS  WATER  YIELD. 


Free  Ammonia 1.640 

Albuminoid  Ammonia .244 

Carbonate  of  Lime,  etc 64.00 

Chlorine 48.00 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 2.88 

Niti  ites ..  . . . None. 

Hardness  in  Clark’s  Degrees 41 

Lead  oi  other  Poisonous  Metals . . . . . Copper  present. 

Remarks: 


This  water  is  nearly  colourless  (3  Hazcn  Scale)  and  presents  a clear  appearance.  On 
incubation  at  blood  heat  it  had  a chlorinous  odour.  The  pH  value  of  4.2  represents  a 
decided  acidic  ionic  concentration,  and  steps  should  be  taken  to  raise  it  10  the  alkaline 
side. 


I he  yield  of  Free  Ammonia  is  exceptionally  high,  suggesting  either  the  presence  of 
recent  sewage  or  more  probably  the  effects  of  chloramine  treatment.  The  oxygen  absorbed 
from  N/80  Permanganate  “four  hours'  test”  of  0.218  part  per  100,000  represents  a 
moderate  amount  of  dissolved  and  readily  oxidisable  organic  matter.  Copper  is  present 
to  the  extent  of  2.30  parts  per  million.  The  residual  Free  Chlorine  is  0.02  part  per 
million,  which  should  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  water  safe  for  bathing  purposes. 

The  only  unfavourable  feature  in  the  analysis  is  the  acidic  nature  of  the  water,  which 


is  much 

lower  than  is  desirable  in  a bath  water. 

RESULT  OI-  BACTERIOLOGICAL 

EXAMINATION. 

Sample 

No. 

Presumptive  Colon  Test. 
Definitive  Colon  Test. 

Sporo- Strepto-  Agar  Counts  Agar  Counts 

Genes.  cocci.  37°C  22°C 

At  48  hours.  At  48  & 96  hours. 

100  10 

1 0.1 

50 

10 

1 0.1  .01 

l 

0.1  .01 

c.c.  c.c. 

C.C.  c.c. 

C.C. 

C.C. 

C.C.  c.c.  c.c. 

C.C. 

C.C.  c.c. 

P.30725 



— — 

— 

— 

0 0 0 

0 

0 

0 0 
0 0 

This  sample  was  satisfactory. 
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RESULT  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 
RESULTS  EXPRESSED  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION. 


Free  Ammonia 0.004 

Albuminoid  Ammonia ..  ..  1.483 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides 68.00 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 3.52 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites None. 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  N/80  Permanganate  “4  hrs.  test” 0.960 

Copper ..  3.60 

Free  Residual  Chlorine 0.04 

Colour  (Hazen  Scale) 3 

pH  Value 4.3 


This  water  is  nearly  colourless  (3  Hazen  Scale)  and  has  a clear  appearance.  On 
incubation  at  blood  heat  it  had  a chlorinous  odour.  The  pH  value  of  4.3  indicates  an 
acidic  ionic  concentration  which  may  affect  the  eyes  of  the  bathers.  The  yield  of  Free 
Ammonia  is  low  but  that  for  Albuminoid  is  very  high,  but  the  oxygen  absorbed  from 
N/80  Permanganate  represents  a moderate  amount  of  readily  oxidisable  organic  matter. 
The  amount  of  Copper  is  not  excessive  for  a bathing  water. 


RESULT  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 


Ref.  Nos. 

Presumptive  Colon  Test.  Sporo-Strepto- 
Definitive  Colon  Test.  Genes.  cocci. 

Agar  Counts 
37°C 

At  48  hours. 

Agar  Counts 
22°C 

At  48  & 96  hours. 

100  10  1 0.1  50 

c.c.  c.c.  c.c.  c.c.  c.c. 

10 

c.c. 

1 0.1  .01 

c.c.  c.c.  c.c. 

1 

C.C. 

0.1  .01 
c.c.  c.c. 

42,207 

— - — — 

— 

000 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 0 

This  sample  was  very  satisfactory. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION: 

During  the  year  ten  complaints  were  received  regarding 
excessive  smoke  emission  from  factory  chimneys. 

In  all  but  two  of  these  cases  improvement  was  noted  after 
suggested  alterations  in  methods  of  firing  or  types  of  fuel  had  been 
carried  out. 

The  other  cases  related  to  two  factories  which  are  engaged  in 
the  export  drive  and  working  to  full  capacity.  It  was  found  that 
the  boilers  were  being  overloaded,  especially  in  the  severe  winter 
of  1950/51  when  heavy  calls  were  made  on  the  boilers  for  heating 
purposes.  The  managements  of  these  factories  have  indicated 
their  intention  to  change  over  to  electricity  as  the  motive  power, 
keeping  steam  only  for  heating  purposes.  It  is  hoped  that  sue  1 
steps  will  be  taken  in  the  near  future. 

PIGGERIES: 

There  was  only  one  piggery  situated  in  the  Burgh  dining  1 (/o°’ 
and  three  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  same.  e Pr'  mist^ 
were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  hut  an  avera^, 

of  thirty  pigs  housed  therein. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950: 

Regular  inspections  were  made  of  shop  premises  and  in  four 
cases  additional  sanitary  accommodation  was  requested  to  be 
installed. 

One  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  regarding  the  hours 
of  closing  of  a shop.  This  was  found  to  be  unjustified. 

A Register  of  Shops  has  been  compiled  with  a view  to  an  early 
survey  being  made  of  the  shops  in  the  Burgh  so  as  to  ascertain 
how  far  and  in  what  manner  these  fail  to  comply  with  the  various 
requirements  of  the  above  Act. 

PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT: 

hour  inspections  were  made  of  places  used  for  public  enter- 
tainment. I he  owner  of  a hall  which  is  used  for  whist  drives  and 
dances  was  requested  to  make  alterations  to  existing  W.C.  accom- 
modation in  order  to  provide  privacy  for  users,  and  the  necessary 
measures  have  already  been  taken. 

In  another  case  additional  sanitary  accommodation  has  been 
called  for  in  the  ground  of  a football  club  for  the  use  of  spectators. 
It  is  understood  that  this  extra  accommodation  will  be  provided  in 
the  near  future. 


BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1892: 

I he  undernoted  action  was  taken  under  the  following  Sections 
of  the  above  Act : — 

Section  115: 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  issue  any  notices  under  this 
Section. 


Section  117: 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  common  passages,  four  hundred 
and  six  common  stairs,  six  hundred  and  seventy-two  common 
W.C.s,  and  seven  hundred  and  forty  common  wash-houses  were 
inspected  during  the  year  and,  as  a result,  three  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  notices  were  issued  to  the  owners  requesting  them  to  limewash 
or  paint  such  structures  within  the  terms  of  the  above  Act. 


Section  121  : 

Sixteen  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  stables  within  the 
Burgh  regarding  their  cleanliness. 
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Section  164: 

Twenty-six  notices  were  sent  to  owners  or  factors  intimating 
the  existence  of  defective  rain  water  fittings  at  their  properties. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

During  the  year  investigations,  reports,  disinfections,  and 
fumigations  were  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  following 
infectious  diseases  notifications,  viz. : — 


Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 2 

Erysipelas 1 

Observation  Diphtheria 6 

Observation  Poliomyelitis 12 

Poliomyelitis 2 

Scarlet  Fever 89 

Tuberculosis 51 

Variola 1 


The  details  of  the  work  performed  by  the  Sanitary  Department 
in  the  prevention  of  spread  of  infectious  diseases  are  shown  in  the 
tabular  statement  appended  to  this  Report. 


HOUSING. 


The  following  reports  show  the  work  performed  under  the 
various  Housing  Acts  : — 

HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT)  REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND),  1928. 


1. 


2. 


Number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected: — 

(a)  During  the  year 

(b)  Since  1st  January  1931  (including  (a)) 

Note. — In  addition,  1,311  houses  were  re-inspected  during  the  year. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to  be  in  any 
respect  unfit  for  human  habitation: — 

(a)  During  the  year 

(b)  Since  1st  January  1931  (including  (a)) 


872 
1 1 ,267 


76 

1,247 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 


BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1892. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  was  given  during  the  year  under 

Section  246  requiring  provision  of  a sufficient  water  closet 

Number  of  houses  where  requirements  were  complied  with  by  owners  during 

the  year 

Number  of  houses  where  works  carried  out  by  Town  Council  during  the  year 
after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so 


Number  of  houses  for  which  water  closets  were  provided  during  the  year  at 
instance  of  Town  Council  without  notice  under  Section  ^46 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were  given  during  .the  y<jai 
under  terms  of  Water  (Scotland)  Act,  1946,  requiring  provision  of  ins:dc  water 

supply  and  sink 

Number  of  houses  in  which  requirements  were  complied  with  by  owners  during 
the  year 

Number  of  houses  in  which  inside  water  supply  and  sink  were  j P1^1'1^  tv'i'ier 
the  year  at  instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal  notice  u 

(Scotland)  Act,  1946  ' ' 

Number  of  houses  in  which  requirements  were  complied  with  by  owneis 
during  the  year 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 


17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 


HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  during  the 
year  under  Section  14  (1) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  during  the  year 
following  on  notices  under  Section  14  (1) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  work  has  been  done  during  the 
year  by  Town  Council  under  Section  15  (1) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  in  terms  of  Section  17  a 
Demolition  Order  or  Closing  Order  under  Section  16  (3)  has  been  substituted 
during  the  year  for  a notice  under  Section  14  (1) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  during  the 
year  in  terms  of  Section  16  (1) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  following  on  notice  under 
Section  16  (1): — 

(a)  Undertaking  has  been  given  during  the  year  that  the  house  will  not 
be  used  for  human  habitation  until  it  has  been  rendered  so  fit  . . 

(b)  Undertaking  has  been  given  during  the  year  that  the  house  will  be 

rendered  fit 

(c)  Demolition  Orders  have  been  made  during  the  year  under  Section 


(d)  Closing  Orders  have  been  made  under  Section  (3)  and  t4)  . . 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  during  the  year  following  on  under- 
takings under  Section  16  (2) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  during  the  year 
at  instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal  notice  under  the  Housing  (Scotland) 

A o < i non  ° v * 


Number  ol  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  have  in  terms  of 
Section  16  (3)  been  determined  by  Town  Council  during  the  year  following  upon 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  advances  have  been  made  during  the 
year  in  terms  of  Section  34  towards  cost  of  repairs  and  amount  so  advanced  . . 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

3 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

Nil. 


The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  was: — 


(a)  Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  and  water  supply. 

(b)  Dampness,  lack  of  damp-proof  course,  age  of  structures,  lack  of  or 
insufficient  sub-floor  ventilation. 

(c)  No  through  ventilation,  lack  of  open  spaces  around  buildings,  and  lack 

of  paving  and  drainage  of  areas. 

(d)  Defective  roofing,  grates,  chimneys,  plasterwork,  flooring,  windows,  and 
walls. 

(e)  Inadequate  natural  lighting. 

(f)  Lack  of  or  insufficient  washing  facilities  and  press  accommodation. 

(g)  Defective  and  insanitary  drainage. 


Undei  the  I ublic  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  intimations  were  issued  diawing  attention 
to  defects  existing  in  dwellinghouses.  Fifty-five  of  these  referred  to  dampness,  eighty- 
one  to  defective  and  leaking  roofs,  twenty  to  defective  woodwork,  two  to  defective 
stairs,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  to  minor  defects. 


As  stated  in  former  reports  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  part  of  the  work  of  a Sanitary 
Department  is  of  vital  importance,  and  although  it  may  be  less  spectacular  than  certain 
other  matters  coming  within  our  jurisdiction,  it  is  nevertheless  a very  necessary  task,  haring 
legard  to  the  ptesent  rather  excessive  amount  of  sub-standard  housing  accommodation  and 
the  shortage  of  new  houses  within  the  Burgh,  with  the  consequent  harmful  effect  upon  the 
environmental  and  health  conditions  of  a not  inconsiderable  number  of  our  population. 


HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1935: 

Dui ing  the  year  sixty-two  traditional  houses  were  completed 
at  die  St  Leonard’s  Housing  Scheme  and  sixty  Blackburn 
(non-traditional)  houses  were  provided  at  the  Camdean  Housing 
Scheme,  Rosyth,  while  forty-two  Whitson-Fairhurst  (non- 
traditional)  houses  were  built  at  the  Burnside  Housing  Scheme, 


Rosyth,  in  addition  to  which  thirty  Whitson-Fairhurst  (non- 
traditional)  houses  were  completed  at  the  St  Leonard’s  Housing 
Scheme,  making  a total  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  non- 
traditional  and  sixty-two  traditional  houses  completed  bv  the  local 
authority  during  the  year.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Scottish 
Special  Housing  Association  Limited  completed  the  last  twelve 
Blackburn  ( non-traditional)  houses  erected  for  the  use  of  miners 
at  the  Woodmill  Housing  Scheme,  thus  completing  the  total  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety  houses  erected  for  the  use  of  miners.  Ten 
traditional  cottage  type  houses  were  erected  at  Cherrybank  by  the 
Scottish  Garden  City  Housing  Society  Limited  for  the  use  of 
disab'ed  ex-Servicemen.  One  house  was  built  during  the  year  by 
private  enterprise. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  houses  are  under  construction  by  the 
Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  at  the  St  Leonard’s  Housing- 
Scheme,  while  work  continues  on  the  various  housing  schemes 
within  the  Burgh.  The  Council  was  successful  during  the  year  in 
obtaining  permission  to  proceed  with  housing  development  at  the 
Aberdour  Road  area. 


It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  four  notices  under  Section  109 
of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  Section  7 
(Sub-Section  3)  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1935,  to  occupiers 
of  houses  who  refused  admission  to  an  Inspector.  These  notices 
had  the  desired  effect,  admission  being  subsequently  granted. 

Six  hundred  and  thirty-two  housing  applicants  were  interviewed 
during  the  year. 

One  Certificate  in  terms  of  Rent  and  Mortgage  lnleiest 
(Restrictions)  Acts,  1920-1923,  was  issued  during  the  yeai . 

There  were  five  hundred  and  fourteen  inspections  made  to 
Corporation  houses  to  ascertain  the  conditions  obtaining  therein, 
including  the  number  of  occupants.  Fourteen  written  notices  had 
to  be  served  and  thirty-one  verbal  warnings  were  given  to  tenants 
regarding  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  their  house  or  surrounc  m^ 
area.  Re-inspections  were  subsequently  made  to  ensure  t lat  t i<  sc 
notices  and  warnings  received  the  necessary  attention.  ‘ Fu ‘,T 
inspections  were  also  carried  out  at  the  Hostel  Bloc 
where  conditions  were  found  satisfactory. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  families  living  overcrowded 
’ (including  nine  families  living  in  unfit  houses)  were  re  louse 
Corporation  permanent  houses.  Forty-one  familie  s iving  in  un 
houses  (including  thirty  Waxwing  Camp  Huts)  "arc  k 
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forty  into  Corporation  permanent  houses  and  one  into  a Corpora- 
tion temporary  house. 

Thirty-six  families  living'  in  lodgings  were  re-housed  into 
Corporation  permanent  houses,  forty-six  families  living  in  lodgings 
were  re-housed  into  Corporation  temporary  houses,  and  eight  similar 
families  were  re-housed  into  Corporation-owned  old  property. 

Thirteen  families  each  having  one  or  more  tubercular  members, 
but  not  living  overcrowded,  were  re-housed  in  Corporation 
permanent  houses ; three  families  living  overcrowded,  and  three 
families  living  in  lodgings,  each  having  one  or  more  tubercular 
members,  were  re-housed  into  Corporation  permanent  houses, 
making  a total  of  nineteen  such  families  re-housed  during  the  year. 

Thirty-live  families  were  re-housed  into  Corporation  houses 
provided  for  the  mining  industry,  of  which  four  families  were 
living  in  overcrowded  houses,  seven  families  were  living  in  lodgings, 
and  four  families  not  living  overcrowded  were  transferred  from 
Corporation-owned  property.  1 he  remaining  twenty  families  were 
transferred  from  areas  outwilh  the  Burgh. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  exchanges  and  seven  transfers 
were  granted  to  Corporation  tenants,  and  five  key  workers  were 
also  housed  in  the  Brucefield  Housing  Scheme. 

The  need  for  more  new  houses  is  still  evident  as  will  be  shown 
from  the  fact  that  there  were  2441  applicants  for  housing  accom- 
modation at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Tenants  known  to  be  living  overcrowded 523 

Tenants  living  in  unfit  houses 43 1 

Families  living  as  sub-tenants 1202 


Applicants  working  in  the  Burgh  with  families  living  outwith  the  Burgh,  285 

In  addition,  applications  have  been  submitted  by  six  hundred 
and  seventy-four  tenants  of  houses  within  the  Burgh  claiming 
consideration  on  grounds  of  the  inadequacy  of  their  present  accom- 
modation, but  none  of  these  was  overcrowded  under  the  Points 
Scheme,  which  was  based  on  the  standards  of  The  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1935. 


HOUSING  (REPORTS  ON  OVERCROWDING) 
REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND)  1937. 


A.  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
as  a result  of  action  taken  by  local 
authority  and  the  number  of  persons 
concerned  from  date  of  survey  to 
end  of  1950. 


Houses.  Persons. 


1 633 


10,124 
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B.  (a)  No.  of  houses  of  each  size  (i.e.,  one 

apartment,  two  apartments,  etc.) 
in  which  overcrowding  has  been 
relieved  during  the  same  period  as 
a result  of  action  taken  by  the 
local  authority  distinguishing 
between  (1)  privately-owned  houses 
and  (2)  local  authority  houses. 

(b)  Total  number  of  overcrowded 
families  included  in  (1)  and  (2) 
who  have  been  re-housed  in 
privately-owned  houses. 

C.  No.  of  known  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  in  respect  of  which  the 
local  authority  have  relieved  over- 
crowding have  again  become  over- 
crowded. 

D.  Are  steps  taken  to  secure  that  the 

re-housing  of  families  living  under 
the  worst  conditions  are  provided 
for  first  as  regards  overcrowding  or 
otherwise  living  under  unsatis- 
factory conditions? 

If  so,  give  details  of  system  under  which 
families  are  selected  for  occupation 
of  new  or  vacated  local  authority 
houses. 


E.  Any  observations  with  regard  to  general 
position  of  overcrowding  in  the 
district. 


Apts.  Private.  L.A. 

1 322  4 

2 750  93 

3 154  242 

4  i 67  26 


1293  365 


151  1 


44  5 


Yes— -by  means  of  a “ Points  ” Scheme. 


1.  Nos.  in  family  and  size  of  house. 

2.  Sex  separation. 

3.  T.B.  and  other  illness. 

4.  Structural  conditions  of  house. 

5.  Priority  given  to  disabled  ex-Servicemen. 

men. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  523 
houses  known  to  be  overcrowded 
by  the  occupier  and  his  family. 


The  following  tables  show  the  known  cases  of  overcrowding 
existing  at  31st  December  1950: — 


Ward.  1 Apt.  2 Apts. 

1 30  89 

2 21  45 

3 21  101 

4 29  24 

5 13  26 

6 10  21 

7 — 5 


Totals 124  311 


3 Apts. 

4 Apts. 

5 Apts, 
and  over. 

Totals. 

12 



— 

131 

8 



— 

74 

29 

— 

— 

151 

3 

1 

— 

57 

7 

2 

— 

48 

9 

5 

2 

47 

2 

8 

— 

15 

70 

16 

2 

523 

1 Apt.  2 Apts. 


Dunfermline  . . 

..  97 

241 

Rosyth 

3 

Townhill  . . . 

..  12 

44 

Kingseat  . . . 

. . — 

9 

Corporation  . . 

. 8 

22 

117 

319 

3 Apts. 

4 Apts. 

5 Apts, 
and  over. 

Totals. 

23 

3 

1 

365 

3 

10 

1 

17 

3 



— 

59 

3 

36 

- 

— 

12 

4 

— 

70 

68 

17 

2 

523 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  compiled  houses 
since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  • f • ,lI1(j 
1919,  erected  by  the  Town  Council  and  by  private  ente  1 
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by  conversion,  showing  the  number  of  rooms  exclusive  of  scullerv 
and  bathroom  : — 


1 Apt. 

2 Apts. 

3 Apts. 

4 Apts. 

5 Apts, 
and  over. 

Totals 

1919-1945  . . . 

. ..  6 

202 

1775 

1614 

383 

3980 

1946  

. — 

— 

50 

17 

4 

71 

1947  

. . . — 

1 

138 

65 

3 

207 

1948  

1 

1 

184 

17 

203 

1949  

. . — 

— 

19 

227 

20 

266 

1950  

. . — 

— 

— 

182 

24 

206 

6 

204 

1983 

2289 

451 

4933 

The  Town  Council  are  the  owners  of  2873  of  the  houses  shown 
on  the  foregoing  table,  jincl  of  these  200  are  3-apartment  temporary 
houses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  thirty-three  houses  and  nine 
re-conditioned  huts  at  Waxwing  Camp  being  used  for  emergencv 
housing  purposes. 

HOUSES  CLOSED  SINCE  YEAR  1926: 

During  the  year  under  review  four  houses  were  closed  either 


by  arrangement  with  the  owner  or  under  the  terms  of  the  Housing 


(Scotland)  Act, 

1930, 

and  the 

position 

as  at 

the  31st 

December 

1Q50  is  recorded 

in  this 
1 Apt 

table 
2 Apts. 

3 Apts. 

4 Apts. 

5 Apts. 

Totals. 

1926-36  

. 151 

345 

61 

22 

and  over. 

1 

580 

1937  

. 28 

24 

6 

3 

6 

67 

1938  

18 

30 

8 

6 

3 

65 

1939  

16 

34 

3 

— 

1 

54 

1940  

2 

9 

1 





12 

1941 

— 

— 





__ 

1942  

— 

1 

— 





1 

1943  

— 

— 







1944  

— 

1 





1 

1945  

. 

1 

— 



. 

1 

1946  

3 

3 

— 

2 



8 

1947  

1 

2 

— 



- 

3 

1948  

5 

16 

5 



- 

26 

1949  

6 

15 

8 

1 



30 

1950  

— 

1 

1 

2 



4 

230 

482 

93 

36 

11 

852 

I he  undernoted  table  shows  the  size  and  situation  of  the 
known  unfit  houses  at  31st  December  1050: — 


t Apl.  2 Apts.  3 Apts.  4 Apts.  Totals. 

Dunfermline 108  172  41  2 333 

Townhill 35  45  70 

Kingscat — 26  — _ 26 

Pattiesmuir — 2 2 


143 


245 


41 


431 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

STREET  CLEANSING: 

The  beat  system  of  Street  Cleansing-  still  continued  throughout 
the  period  under  review,  and  this  work  was  assisted  by  the  regular 
use  of  a Sweeper  Collector,  which  is  chiefly  used  in  the  main 
thoroughfares  and  the  outlying  housing  areas.  The  combined 
use  of  the  manual  and  mechanical  sweepers  has  definitely  enabled 
the  Cleansing  Department  to  maintain  a reasonably  high  standard 
of  cleanliness  in  all  parts  of  the  Burgh. 

The  practice  of  sweeping  certain  parts  of  the  town  on  a Sunday 
morning  was  continued  in  order  to  collect  the  litter,  rubbish,  and 
debris  left  on  the  streets  and  pavements  on  the  previous  day  and 
evening.  Despite,  til  I that  has  been  said  and  written  about  this 
matter,  it  is  still,  unfortunately,  true  that  littering  is  as  widespread 
and  as  difficult  to  combat  as  ever.  All  appeals,  whether  based  on 
hygienic,  aesthetic  or  economic  grounds,  meet  wilh  the  same  fate, 
namely,  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  populace,  thus  necessitating 
a vast  amount  of  repetitive  and  unproductive  effort  from  the 
('leansing  Department. 

The  S.D.  Gully  Emptier,  acquired  in  1939,  is  still  functioning 
regularly,  and  250.]  tons  of  material  were  removed  from  gullies 
during  1950. 

Once  again  very  little  difficulty  was  experienced  so  far  as  Snow 
Clearing  was  concerned,  although  it  was  necessary  on  occasions 
to  carry  out  gritting  of  the  streets  and  pavements. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION: 

There  was  no  alteration  in  the  method  of  refuse  collection,  the 
bins  being  placed  on  the  kerbside  by  the  occupiers  and  emptied 
by  Cleansing  employees  into  the  collection  vehicles.  Such  a 
system  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  but  the  present  stringent 
economic  conditions  render  improvement  virtually  impossible  to 
obtain.  The  daily  yield  of  household  refuse  was  approximately 
30  tons  17  cwts. 

The  post-war  practice  of  replacement  of  vehicles  was  continued 
and  one  new  S.D.  Freighter  was  acquired,  as  a icsult  o \v  i ic  i 
it  was  possible  to  dispose  of  one  old  and  somewhat  unser\  itca  3 e 
vehicle. 

The  repair  depot  of  the  Cleansing  Department  was  a^ain  Ml) 
employed  repairing,  servicing,  and  overhauling  a n|P 
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vehicles,  a scheme  recently  adopted  and  which,  it  is  claimed,  is 
operating  satisfactorily  and  efficiently,  both  from  the  mechanical 
and  financial  aspects. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL: 

All  the  refuse  collected  in  the  Burgh  is  disposed  of  by  con- 
trolled tipping,  and  during  the  year  six  such  coups  were  in  use. 

It  was  mentioned  last  year  that  new  tipping  sites  were 
required,  and  although  none  had  been  acquired  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  it  has  to  be  recorded  that  considerable  progress  had  been 
made  towards  that  desired  end. 

The  amount  of  refuse  disposed  of  and  the  quantity  of  boiler 
ashes  and  soil  used  for  top  dressing  on  the  coups  in  use  during 
the  year  ending  15th  May  1950  are  shown  in  the  table  appended 
hereunder  : — 


House  Shop  Other  Sweep-  Ashes. 

CouPS-  Refuse.  Refuse.  Refuse,  ings.  Manure.  Gullies.  Boiler  Soil  Snow.  Total. 

Tons.  Tons.  Tons.  Tons.  Tons.  Tons  Tons.  Tons.  Tons.  Tons. 

Halbeath 654  — 15  — — — 2 82t 

Muircockhall  ..  ..  ] ,590  184  4244  388  542  12  463  3,9194  — 7.523" 

Pittencrieff  ..  ..  2,061  — 854  164  2 7 3844  1,147"  — 3,851 

Rosyth 3,301  61  4104  297  54  22  265  273  — 4,6834 

Swallowdrum  ..  ..  4,1524  15  107  254  4 2094  5584  1 .908  — 7.2084 

Milesmark 96  — 6 5 2 — 34  __  1124 

Buffie’s  Brae — — — 33  33 

Lilliehill — — 134  13. 


11,266  260  1,062  1,108  604  2504  1,6764  7,2474  33  23.5074 

The  tonnage  was  calculated  on  test  weighings,  and  other  refuse 
comprises  rubbish  not  definable  as  house  refuse. 


summary  of  the  cost  of  services  undertaken  by  the  Cleansing  Department  is  shown  hereunder 
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Nett  yield  of  Id  rate  (1949-50)  was  £4,495  and  cleansing  costs  therefore  represent  approximately  a Is  8id  rate. 
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From  the  above  costs  and  the  tonnage  shown  under  Disposal, 
the  following  statistics  were  obtained,  viz.  : — 


Total  quantity  of  house  and  trade  refuse 12,588  tons. 

Weight  per  head  of  population 5.27  cwts. 

Daily  yield  per  1000  population 13.76  cwts. 

Yearly  yield  per  1000  population 251.12  tons. 

Yearly  yieid  per  occupied  house 20.17  cwts. 

Cost  per  person  per  year 12s.  7.78d. 

Cost  per  person  per  day .41d. 

Nett  cost  of  collection  of  1 ton  of  house  and  trade  refuse  ..  16s.  9.69d. 

Nett  cost  of  disposal  of  1 ton  of  house  and  trade  refuse  ....  7s.  5.66d. 


Total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  per  ton 24s.  3.35d. 


The  hours  of  labour  and  cost  for  wages  for  the  various  duties 
undertaken  by  the  Cleansing  Department  during  the  vear  ending 
15th  May  1950  are  shown  in  the  following  table  in  which  figures 
for  the  previous  year  are  included  for  comparison  : — - 


15th  May  1950. 

15th  May 

1949. 

Class  of  Work. 

Refuse  Collection 

Hours. 

28,812 

Wages. 
£3,337  2 

4 

Hours. 

28,286* 

Wages. 
£3,209  9 

1 

Refuse  Disposal  

24,302* 

2,780 

15 

1 

21,133* 

2,349 

13 

1 

Street  Sweepings 

72,823 

8,647 

12 

6 

66,139* 

7,645 

1 

4 

Salvage 

26,679 

3,073 

3 

1 1 

30,019 

3.377 

4 

0 

Cleansing  and  Maintenance  of 
Freighters  and.  Depots  . . . . 

3,270* 

450 

12 

8 

3,662 

479 

3 

9 

Public  Conveniences 

26,534 

2,854 

16 

4 

26,017 

2,785 

14 

1 

Vehicles  Disinfected  (Diseases  of 
Animals  Act) 

615* 

69 

4 

11 

560 

61 

2 

0 

Removal  Slaughterhouse  Offal  and 
Manure 

762 

101 

11 

2 

683 

81 

9 

9 

Other  Departments 

0 

0 

0 

47* 

5 

16 

9 

Trade  Refuse  (Collection  and  Dis- 
posal)   

1,334 

160 

1 

10 

1 ,266* 

146 

11 

4 

Gritting 

74* 

20 

16 

7 

178* 

33 

6 

5 

Snow 

393* 

44 

12 

10 

— 

0 

0 

0 

'■'Other  Payments 

— 

:i  ,521 

10 

0 

— 

1,751 

19 

2 

185,600* 

£23,062 

0 

2 

177,992* 

£21,926 

10 

9 

* Other  payments  include  Holiday  Pay,  Annual  Holidays,  Administration,  Sick  Pay,  etc. 


SALVAGE : 

I here  was  no  change  in  the  methods  used  by  the  Cleansing 
Department  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  salvaged  materials, 
and  1801  tons  of  waste  and  discarded  articles  were  collected  and 
sold,  realising  the  sum  of  ^5854,  being  an  increase  over  the  past 
four  years. 


Likewise 
kitchen  waste, 


no  alteration  was  made  in  the  manner  of  collecting 
and  some  878  tons  of  this  material  were  collected. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  materials  collected  during  the 
year,  viz.  : — 

SUMMARY  OF  SALVAGE  COLLECTED  AND  RECEIPTS  RECEIVED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1950. 


Material. 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Bones 

0 

5 

0 

0 

17 

6 

Bottles  (6  dozen) 

0 

0 

2 

0 

9 

0 

Destructor  Scrap 

87 

13 

1 

177 

18 

1 1 

Glass 

54 

0 

0 

76 

7 

5 

Kitchen  V/aste 

877 

13 

1 

2,382 

4 

10 

Manure 

75 

5 

3 

80 

9 

7 

Metals — Ferrous  (Black  Scrap)  . . 

24 

13 

0 

27 

7 

4 

Metals — Non-Ferrous 

0 

14 

0 

17 

10 

0 

Miscellaneous 

0 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

Paper 

670 

15 

3 

2,990 

7 

7 

Textiles 

10 

6 

0 

89 

13 

8 

Total  Weight 

1,801  tons. 

6 cwts.  2 qrs. 

Gross  Receipts 

£5,853  15 

10 

Nett  Receipts 

1,805  15 

11 

Yield  per  1,000  population  per 

annum 

130  1 

8 

Yield  per  1.000  population  per 

month 

10  16 

91 

Yield  per  person  per  annum  . . 

0 2 

7 

SUMMARY  OF  SALVAGE  COLLECTED  IN  THE  BURGH  AND  RECEIPTS 
RECEIVED  FROM  INCEPTION  OF  SALVAGE  SCHEME  IN  NOVEMBER  1939 

TO  31st  DECEMBER  1950. 


Materials. 

T. 

C. 

Q 

Lbs. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Batteries 

80 

5 

0 

0 

42 

9 

0 

Bottles  (24,708 T dozen) 

82 

0 

0 

23 

743 

0 

8 

Bones 

123 

6 

1 

14 

373 

3 

5* 

Destructor  Scran 

1,492 

17 

3 

0 

3,095 

5 

04 

Footwear 

6 

1 

2 

0 

40 

9 

6 

Glass 

898 

8 

1 

0 

881 

3 

94 

Kitchen  Waste 

6,066 

15 

1 

0 

10,693 

13 

10 

Manure 

1.265 

14 

6 

0 

668 

13 

24 

Miscellaneous 

131 

II 

2 

0 

193 

7 

9 

Metals — Ferrous  (Black  Scrap)  .. 

660 

16 

1 

0 

1,333 

6 

li 

Metals — Non-Ferrous 

37 

13 

3 

13 

751 

13 

8i 

Paper 

5,095 

2 

3 

0 

30,094 

2 

64 

Rubber  ... 

46 

19 

2 

0 

92 

13 

1 

Straw 

47 

8 

3 

0 

162 

9 

7 

Textiles 

207 

0 

1 

0 

1,874 

11 

Total  Weight 

16,242 

tons  2 

cwts. 

2 qrs.  22  lbs. 

£51,040  2 

5* 

22,164  9 

9 

Yield  per  1,000  population  .. 

1,134  4 

54 

month 

8 9 

34 

Yield  per  1,000  population  per 

Yield  per  person 


COUNTY  SALVAGE: 

During  the  year,  27  tons  2*  cwts.  of  waste  paper  were  salvaged 
in  the  County  Area  and,  after  deducting  cost  of  transportation, 
sorting,  and  disposal,  the  sum  of  ^5,  os.  bd.  was  pair  t°  1 t 
County  Authorities. 
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MILITARY  SALVAGE: 

As  in  former  years,  materials  salvaged  by  the  Military  and 
other  Service  Units  were  dealt  with  at  the  Cleansing  Depot,  Market 
Street,  and  under  this  scheme  5 tons  18J  cwts.  of  Destructor  Scrap 
were1  disposed  of  and  the  sum  of  £6,  6s.  1 id.  paid  to  the  Armv 
Authorities. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES: 

The  Cleansing  Department  continued  regular  supervision, 
maintenance,  and  cleansing  of  all  the  Public  Conveniences  in  the 
Burgh.  The  erection  of  a new  convenience  at  the  Appin  Crescent  i 
entrance  to  the  Public  Park  proceeded  throughout  the  year,  but 
this  structure  was  not  completed  at  the  end  of  same.  An  endeavour 
was  made  to  commence  the  erection  of  other  two  conveniences  but 
the  Government  Departments  concerned  refused  permission  to 
proceed. 

The  income  from  these  premises  amounted  to  £1518,  4s.  Sd., 
and  the  cost  of  supervision  was  ^2810,  17s.  6d.,  while  repairs  and 
supplies  cost  ^834,  5s.  8d. 


FOOD  SUPPLY. 

MILK  : 

Number  of  dairies  on  register 13 

Number  or  retail  purveyors  of  milk 23 

Number  of  producers  and  wholesale  dealers  who  do  not  sell  milk  by 

retail 5 

Approximate  number  of  cows  in  registered  premises 436 

Number  of  dairies  exempted  from  registration Nil. 

Approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  premises  exempted  from 

registration Nil. 

Number  of  inspections 42 


The  thirteen  registered  dairies  comprised  live  Tuberculin 
Tested  herds,  three  standard  producers,  and  five  non-designated 
producers. 

An  electric  boiler  was  installed  at  one  dairy,  while  the  walls  of 
the  dairy  scullery  at  another  one  were  rendered  in  cement.  One 
byre,  which  had  been  in  a defective  condition  for  some  time,  was 
completely  reconditioned.  Regular  inspections  of  all  dairies, 
including  byres,  milk-houses,  and  sculleries  were  made,  and 
intimations  had  on  occasion  to  be  sent  regarding  unsatisfactory 
conditions  thereat.  These  comprise: — 

(1)  Dirty  condition  of  the  cows  and  byres. 

(2)  Cleansing  and  lime-washing  of  byres  and  milk  store. 

(3)  Methods  of  cleansing  and  storing  utensils. 

(4)  The  use  of  uncovered  milk  pails. 

(5)  Unsatisfactory  condition  of  dungsteads. 


(6)  The  practice  of  milkers  not  wearing  overalls. 

(7)  The  milkers  omitting  to  use  a strip  cup. 

(8)  Defective  plaster  work  in  milk  store. 

lilt*  loial  Co-operative  Creamery  was  regularly  inspected, 
necessitating'  fourteen  visits  of  inspection  when  the  H.T.S.T. 
Pasteurising  Plant,  other  equipment,  and  the  premises  generally 
were  all  subjected  to  a careful  scrutiny. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  ORDER,  1934: 

The  requirements  of  this  Order  were  enforced  so  far  as 
possible. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS  (SCOTLAND) 
1936-49: 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  licences  were  in  force: — 


Special  Designation. 

Capacity. 

Type. 

Number. 

T.T.  (Pasteurised). 

Producer. 

Supplementary. 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested. 

Producer. 

Principal. 

5 

Tuberculin  Tested. 

Producer. 

Supplementary. 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested. 

Dealer. 

— 

1 

Standard. 

Producer. 

Principal;. 

3 

Pasteurised. 

Producer. 

Principal. 

1 

Pasteurised. 

Dealer. 

— 

1 

During  the  year  one  Certified  Supplementary  Producer’s 
Licence  was  revoked  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  Principal  Licence 
by  the  Licensing  Authority. 

A table  giving  the  number  of  samples  taken  and  the  results 
thereof  is  shown  in  the  tabular  statement  appended  to  diis  report. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS 
(SCOTLAND),  1931  : 

Five  samples  of  Condensed  Full  Cream  .Sweetened  Milk  and 
four  samples  of  Condensed  Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed  Milk  were 
taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination. 

All  were  reported  genuine,  and  it  was  also  found  that  labelling 
requirements  conformed  to  the  Regulations. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (DRIED  MILK)  REGULATIONS 
(SCOTLAND)  1931  : 

Four  samples  of  Dried  Milk  were  taken  duiing  the  \iar  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination.  llust  a 
conformed  to  the  Regulations. 


KEEPING  QUALITY  OF  MILK— D.H.S.  CIRCULAR  1747: 

In  terms  of  D.H.S.  Circular  17/47,  thirty  samples  of  Sweet 
Milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  examination  by  the  Methylene  Blue  (Hiscox)  Test, 
when  four  of  these  samples  were  reported  to  have  failed  this  test. 
The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  producers  and  subsequent  samples 
were  satisfactory. 

TUBERCULOUS  M ILK— BIOLOG  ICAL  EXAMINATION: 

Eight  samples  of  milk,  comprising  six  Sweet  Milk,  one 
Standard  Milk,  and  one  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Bacteriologist  for  biological  examination  to  deter- 
mine the  presence  or  absence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  All  samples  gave 
a negative  reaction. 

CLEANLINESS  OF  MILK  AND  OTHER  BOTTLES: 

In  order  to  check  the  efficacy  of  washing  and  sterilising  plants, 
eight  samples  consisting  of  5 milk  bottles,  2 aerated  water  bottles, 
and  one  beer  bottle  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to 
the  Bacteriologist  for  examination. 

Five  bottles  were  reported  satisfactory  and  two  bottles  fairly 
satisfactory,  while  one  milk  bottle  was  stated  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
The  latter  result  was  taken  up  with  the  firm  concerned. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  ETC.,  IN  FOOD) 
REGULATIONS,  1925-27: 

As  reported  under  the  heading  of  Food  and  Drugs  (Adultera- 
tion) Act,  1928,  thirty-three  formal  samples,  nineteen  Mince  and 
fourteen  Sausages,  were  taken  during  the  vear.  Six  of  these  were 
reported  non-genuine  and  proceedings  were  instituted  in  all  cases. 

LABELLING  OF  FOOD  ORDERS: 

I he  requirements  of  these  Orders  were  kept  in  view  when 
inspecting  shops  and  similar  premises,  but  no  contraventions  were 
observed. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926: 

I here  were  no  contraventions  of  this  Act  observed. 

UNSOUND  FOOD: 

I he  quantity  and  type  of  unsound  food  dealt  with  under  Section 
43  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  ls  shown  in  the 


tabular  statement.  During  the  year  3 tons  9 cwts.  3 qrs.  25  lbs. 
— J ozs.  were  condemned. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSE  : 

I am  indebted  to  Mr  L.  P.  Russell,  Superintendent,  for  the 
undernoted  report  relative  to  the  number  and  type  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  condemned  at  the  Burgh  Slaughter-house  during 
the  year,  viz.  : — 

J 


Condemnations. 

Wholly  Partly  Part 


Stock. 

Con- 

Slaughtered.  demned. 

Con- 

demned. 

Meat. 

lbs. 

Offals 

lbs. 

Livers 

No. 

Livers 

No. 

Plucks. 

No. 

Caule  . . . . 

4,006 

88 

11 

47,584 

49,373 

2,200 

773 

Nil. 

Sheep  . . . . 

20,763 

46 

4 

1,611 

3,951 

1,478 

Nil. 

380 

Pigs  . . . . 

601 

10 

9 

1,782 

229 

Nil. 

Nil. 

29 

Calves  . . . . 

1,426 

1? 

Nil. 

771 

181 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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These  premises,  which  are  very  efficiently  supervised  by  Mr 
Russell  and  his  staff,  were  visited  on  fourteen  occasions,  on  two  of 
which  Dr  Iveddie,  Inspector,  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 
was  also  present. 

So  far,  no  finality  has  been  reached  in  the  consultations  which 
have  been  taking  place  relative  to  the  policy  to  be  adopted  regarding 
the  slaughtering  of  animals  in  the  Burgh,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
definite  decision  will  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

The  method  of  transporting  meat  from  the  Slaughter-house  to 
the  various  shops  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  cause  for  concern  will  subsist  until  specially  designed  vehicles 
are  constructed  and  retained  for  this  very  important  function. 

PREMISES  IN  WHICH  FOODSTUFFS  ARE  PREPARED 
OR  EXPOSED  FOR  SALE: 

Thirty-one  visits  were  paid  to  premises  such  as  cafes,  tea-rooms, 
hotels,  etc.,  in  which  food  is  prepared  for  sale,  and  eleven 
intimations  were  sent  to  occupiers  regarding  certain  unsatisfactory 
conditions  obtaining  therein. 

Thirteen  visits  were  paid  to  the  premises  of  aerated  water 
manufacturers,  which  are,  on  the  whole,  well  conducted. 

Forty-seven  inspections  were  made  of  butchers  premises,  and 
it  was  found  necessary  to  issue  fourteen  intimations  on  the 
occupiers. 


Forty  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  licensed  premises  and 
three  intimations  served. 

During  the  year  three  complaints  were  received  regarding 
unclean  food.  One  related  to  the  finding  of  a beetle  in  a breakfast 
roll,  and  the  necessary  steps  were  taken  in  the  bakehouse  concerned 
to  eradicate  the  beetles.  Another  complaint  referred  to  the  finding 
of  a piece  of  wood  in  a leaf.  Inspection  of  the  bakehouse  con- 
cerned revealed  a very  worn  table  top  which  was  liable  to  splinter 
and  a new  table  top  was  immediately  installed.  The  other  complaint 
was  regarding  the  dark,  “ patchy  ” appearance  of  a loaf  of  bread, 
which  was  found  to  be  caused  by  oil  from  a worn  bearing  in  an 
old  mixing  machine  and  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  a recurrence. 

Three  shopkeepers  were  warned  for  leaving  foodstuffs  in  places 
where  they  were  liable  to  contamination. 

I he  need  for  hygienic  handling  of  foodstuffs  was  again  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  general  public  by  displays  at  the  “ Dunfermline 
Week  Exhibition  held  in  the  Drill  Hall  in  June  and  by  addressing 
the  members  of  various  local  organisations. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928: 

Sixty-live  formal  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  above  Act_.  The  following  table  shows 
the  variety  of  these  samples  and  the  results  of  the  analyses: — 


No.  of  Samples 

Taken. 

Nature. 

Genuine. 

Non-Genuine. 

1 1 

Sweet  Milk. 

II 

0 

18 

Whisky. 

15 

3 

19 

Mince. 

15 

4 

14 

Sausages. 

12 

*» 

1 

Gin. 

1 

0 

1 

Rum. 

1 

0 

1 

Brandy. 

1 

0 

65 

56 

9 

With 

regard  to  the  nine 

non-genuine  results, 

proceedings  were 

instituted 

in  eight  cases  will 

t the  following  result 

s : — 

No-  Charge.  Result. 

1.  Contra,  hood  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 

Act,  1928.  Selling  whisky  which  had 
been  reduced  to  40.7°  U.P.,  i.c.,  5.7° 

in  excess Pled  “ guilty."  Admonished. 

2.  Contra.  Public  Health  (Preservatives, 
etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  (Scotland), 

1925-1927.  Selling  mince  which  con- 
tained 208  parts  S02  per  million  when 
none  was  permitted 


Pled  “ guilty." 


Admonished. 


No.  Charge. 

3.  Contra.  Public  Health  (Preservatives, 
etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  (Scotland)! 
iy_5-1927.  Selling  sausage  which  con- 
tained 630  parts  S02  per  million,  i.e., 
180  parts  in  excess ’ 


4. 


5. 


6. 


Contra.  Public  Health  (Preservatives, 
etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  (Scotland)! 
1925-1927.  Selling  sausage  which  con- 
tained 2340  parts  S02  per  million,  i.e., 
1890  parts  in  excess 


Contra.  Public  Health  (Preservatives, 
etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  (Scotland), 
1925-1927.  Selling  mince  which  con- 
tained 660  parts  S02  per  million,  i.e., 
210  parts  in  excess 


Contra.  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  1928.  Selling  whisky  which  had 
been  reduced  to  38.2°  U.P.,  i.e.,  3.2°  in 
excess 


7.  Contra.  Public  Health  (Preservatives, 
.'“Food)  Regulations  (Scotland), 
1925-1927.  Selling  mince  which  con- 
tained 160  parts  S02  per  million  when 
none  was  permitted 


8.  Contra.  Public  Health  (Preservatives, 
*£;>  “ Food)  Regulations  (Scotland), 
1925-1927.  Selling  mince  which  con- 
tained 112  parts  S02  per  million  when 
none  was  permitted 


Result. 


Pled  " guilty.”  Admonished. 


Pled  “ guilty.”  Admonished. 


Pled  “ guilty.”  Admonished. 


Pled  “ guilty.”  Admonished. 

To  pay  costs  amounting  to  £4,  8s. 


Pled  “ guilty.”  Admonished. 

To  pay  costs  amounting  to  £3,  7s. 


Pled  “Not  guilty.”  Proof  led. 
Found  “ Not  Proven.” 


In  the  ninth  case  proceedings  were  withdrawn  by  the 
Procurator- Fiscal  on  a technical  point. 


One  hundred  and  twenty-one  informal  or  test  samples  were 
taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  These  were: 


No.  of  Samples 

Taken. 

Nature. 

Genuine. 

Non-Genuine. 

1 

Almond  Oil. 

1 

0 

1 

Anchovy  and  Salmon  Paste. 

1 

0 

1 

Antiseptic  Throat  Pastilles. 

1 

(l 

1 

Bacon. 

1 

0 

1 

Blackcurrant  Jam. 

1 

0 

1 

Borax. 

1 

0 

1 

Boric  Acid. 

1 

0 

1 

Butter. 

1 

0 

1 

Camphorated  Oil. 

1 

0 

1 

Castor  Oil. 

1 

0 

2 

Certified  Milk. 

2 

0 

i 

Cheese. 

1 

0 

i 

Cod  Liver  Oil. 

1 

0 

i 

Coffee  and  Chicory. 

1 

0 

i 

Cooking  Fat. 

1 

0 

i 

Crystallised  Fruit  Paste. 

1 

0 

i 

Dried  Egg. 

1 

0 

i 

Epsom  Salts. 

1 

0 

i 

Fish  Cakes. 

1 

0 

Carry  forward 

20 

0 

90 


No.  of  Samples 
Taken. 

Brought  forward 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 

•) 

2 
1 

II 
1 
1 
1 

3 

4 

44 

1 

19 

2 
I 
1 


Nature. 


Golden  Syrup. 

Gregory  Powder. 

Ham  and  Tomato  Paste 
Kola. 

Luncheon  Meat. 
Margarine. 

Meat  Paste. 

Oatmeal. 

Olive  Oil. 

Pasteurised  Milk. 

Pickles. 

Pork  and  Veal. 

Sauce. 

Sausages. 

Standard  Milk. 

Sweet  Milk. 

Tomato  Ketchup. 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Vinegar. 

White  Pepper. 

Zinc  Ointment. 


Genuine. 

20 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

z. 

2 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

43 

1 

19 

2 

1 

1 
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Non-Genuine. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 


With  regard  to  the  non-genuine  sample  of  sausage,  an  official 
sample  was  taken  which  was  also  reported  to  be  non-genuine  and 
court  proceedings  followed.  Subsequent  samples  taken  from  the 
dairy  from  which  the  non-genuine  sweet  milk  sample  was  taken 
were  reported  genuine. 


ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948: 

As  required  by  the  Regulations,  regular  inspections  were 
made  of  premises  used  for  the  manufacture,  storage,  and  sale  of 
ice  cream,  incurring  thirty-six  visits  of  inspection.  1 hree  written 
and  six  verbal  intimations  were  given  to  the  occupiers  of  such 
premises. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  six  premises  were  registered  for  the 
manufacture,  sale,  and  storage  of  ice  cream,  while  seven  premises 
were  registered  only  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  this  commodity. 

Sixty-six  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year. 
Thirty-three  of  these  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  thirty-three  for  chemical  analysis.  1 hese  were  reported  upon 
as  follows: — 

Bacteriological : No.  of  Samples  taken — 33. 

B.Coli:  Present  in  7 ; Absent,  26. 

Bacteria  per  gram:  Average  of  33  samples — 91,400. 
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Bacteria 
per  Gram. 

5,000 

and 

5,000  10,000 

to  to 

50,000  100,000 

to  to 

100,000  200,000 

Over 

Less 

10,000  50,000 

200,000 

No.  of  Samples,  12 

7 3 

2 6 

3 

METHYLENE  BLUE: 

Grade 

No.  of  Samples 

8 

H.  III.  IV. 

6 8 11 

CHEMICAL: 

% Fat. 

No.  of  Samples  Taken — 33. 

Fat:—  Ranged  from  .84%  to  10.60%. 
Less 

than  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-6 

Average,  4.75%. 
6-7  7-8  8-9 

Over 

9-10  10 

No.  of 
Samples. 

1 5 8 

2 4 0 

4 4 0 

3 2 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926: 

five  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  under  the  above  Act. 
These  were  : — 


Dried  Blood 1 

Fine  Bone  Meal 1 

Sulphate  of  Potash 1 

Superphosphate 1 

“ Sangral  ” Fertiliser 1 


All  were  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  conform  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Act. 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT. 

NUISANCES  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. 

No.  of  complaints  received  (of  which  31  were  unjustified.) WJ8  | 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 314  ■ 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued 220  * 

No.  of  second  notices  issued 36  a 

No.  of  inspections,  Section  115,  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892  Nil.  1 

No.  of  notices  issued  under  Section  115,  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892  Nil.  ] 


No.  of  inspections,  Section  117,  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892  1811* 

No.  of  notices  issued  under  Section  117,  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892  349  1 

No.  of  notices  issued  under  Section  119,  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892  19  .1 

No.  of  notices  under  Section  381,  Sub-Section  36.  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act.  1892. 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  inspections 12  • 

No.  of  written  intimations 4 

No.  of  verbal  intimations 1 

Common  Lodging  House  inspections 26 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 1 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued 

Bakery  inspections 58 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 21 

Factories  Acts,  1937-48,  inspections 414 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 109 

Places  of  public  refreshment  inspections 71 


No.  of  written  intimations  issued 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  inspections 
No.  of  written  intimations  issued 


Premises  used  for  the  preparation  of  food  inspections 60 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 14 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued Nil. 

Premises  used  for  the  manufacture  and  for  the  retail  of  ice  cream  inspections 36 

No.  of  written  intimations 

No.  of  verbal  intimations 6 

Shops  Acts  inspections 9 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 3 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued I 

School  inspections 26 

No.  of  written  intimations  served 14 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued Nil. 

Tents,  vans,  and  sheds  inspections 12 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued Nil. 

Cattle  Market  inspections 6 

Rivers  Pollution  inspections 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 4 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued 1 

Creamery  inspections 14 

Dairy  inspections 32  2 

Piggery  inspections 3 

Slaughterhouse  inspections 14 

Smoke  observations 19 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued 14 

Colour  testing  drainage 122 

Smoke  testing  drainage 235  i 


FOOD  SUPPLY. 


MILK  (SP 

No.  of  Samples 

ECIAL  D ESI  GAT  IONS) 
1936-49. 

ORDERS 

Taken. 

Nature. 

Conform. 

7 

Certified. 

3 

71 

Pasteurised. 

58 

22 

Standard. 

19 

75 

Tuberculin  Tested. 

57 

9 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised). 

3 

184 

140 

(SCOTLAND), 


Non-Conform. 

4 

13 

3 

18 

6 

44 


The  following’  table  shows  the  counts  upon  which  these  samples 
failed:— 


Presence  Bact.  Bact. 


of  Bacterial  M.B.  Phosphatase  Count  Count  and  Total. 
Dpe.  B.Coli.  Count.  Test.  Test.  M.B.  Test.  B.Coli. 


Certified — 2 2 4 

Pasteurised 8 — 1 4 13 

Standard 2 1 3 

Tuberculin  Tested..  ..11  — . 7 18 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  ....  1 — — 3 2 6 


Totals 22  3 1 3 6 9 44 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 


The  undernoted  list  of  foodstuffs  was  dealt  with  under  Section 
43  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897  : — 


TINNED  FOODSTUFFS: 

Apples 

Apple  Juice 

Apricots 

Assorted  Fruit 

Bacon  

__  Beans 

Beetroot 

Braised  Kidneys  . . 

Carrots 

Celery 

Cherries 

Cod  Roc 

Corned  Beef 

Curry  Powder 

Damsons 

Gammon 

Grapefruit 

Grapefruit  Juice  . . . . 

Grapes 

Herring 

Honey 

Jam 

Macaroni 

Carry  forward  . . 


Tons.  Cwts. 

— 3 


1 


Qrs.  Lbs. 
1 6 

3 4 

1 

— 1 

2 23 

2 12 

— 2 

3 2 

— 5 

— 16 

— 8 

2 24 

3 

— II 

— 1 

1 12 

— 22 

— 1 

— 27 


Ozs. 

13 

10 

14 

14 

2 

12 

9 

4 

9 

10 

2 

2 

12 

4 

8 

6 

14 

12 


16 


24 


13 
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Brought  forward 


Macedoine 

Marmalade 

Meat  and  Gravy  . . . 

Meat  Loaf 

Meat  Paste 

Milk  (Condensed)  . . 
Milk  (Evaporated)  . . 
Milk  (Skimmed)  . . . 

Orange  Juice 

Pate  de  Fois 

Peaches  

Pears 

Peas 

Pickles 

Pie  Apple 

Pilchards 

Pineapples 

Pineapple  Juice  . . . 

Plums 

Pork 

Pork  Sausages  . . 

Raspberries 

Rhubarb 

Salad  Cream 

Salmon 

Sardines  

Soup 

Spaghetti 

Spinach 

Stewed  Steak  . . 

Strawberries 

Sweet  Corn 

Tomatoes 

Tomato  Juice  . . 
Tomato  Puree  . . 

Veal  and  Ham  Loaf 

Veal  Loaf 

Vegetables  (Mixed)  . 
Vita-cup 


OTHER  FOODSTUFFS: 

Bacon  

Beef 

Biscuits 

Brussel  Sprouts  .... 

Butter 

Cake 

Chocolate  and  Sweets 

Cheese 

Eggs 

Mutton 

Prunes 

Shelled  Walnuts  . . . 
Wheat  Flakes 


— 

16 

— 

24 

13 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

— 

— 

1 

4 

10 

6 



— 

1 

5 

12 

— 

9 

1 

9 

24 



— 

— 

16 

11 

— 

— 

2 

12 

4 



4 

— 

16 

— 



— 

1 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

11 

7 

z 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

14 

94 



1 

3 

3 

3+ 





— 

1 

11 





— 

27 

14 





— 

5 

12 



— 

1 

10 

12 



— 

— 

3 

10 



— 

3 

7 

— 

. 

1 

12 

— 





— 

— 

15 

-1— 

— 

— 

4 

154 





— 

7 

2 



— 

— 

1 

12 



— 

— 

11 

154 

— 

— 

— 

2 

94 

— 

1 

3 

4 

11 



— 

— 

14 

4 



— 

— 

6 

11 



— 

— 

5 

13 

— 

— 

— 

4 

44 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

14 



— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

17 

12 

— 

— 

2 

10 

8 

— 

— 

i 

14 

1 



— 

24 

4 

2 

— 

i 

9 

—1 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 



— 

— 

2 

4 



17 

— 

5 

8 



7 

2 

— 

■ 

— _ 



— 

20 

— 



— 

3 

8 

15 



1 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

8 



— 

— 

7 

— ; 

- 



2 

8 

8 

— 

1 

2 

21 

1 

124  ' 



— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

i 

8 

— 

1 

9 

2 

15 

154 

95 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

No.  of  visits  to  places  where  infectious  diseases  occurred 

Apartments  disinfected 164 

Articles  disinfected  (estimate) 212 

Articles  destroyed  after  death  of  phthisical  patients 10,980 

No,,«s  ,ss«d  unde,  toUon,  5°,  53.  and  57  of  the  Public' Health  (Scotiaud)'  Act. 

Supplies  of  disinfectants  issued *35 

Library  Notices  issued 490 

Notices  issued  to  H.M.  Dockyard,  etc  44 

Sets  of  Bedding  replaced 22 


SOCIAL  SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT 


REPORT 

BY 


G.  K.  PLUMMER,  Social  Services  Officer 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


PROVISION  OF  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

(a)  Blind  Persons. — Welfare  Services  to  the  Blind  in  Dun- 
fermline continue  to  be  administered  by  an  agency  arrangement 
with  the  Fife  Society  for  the  Blind.  The  Town  Council  pay  a 
per  capita  grant  of  £s  to  the  Society  in  respect  of  every  registered 
blind  person  in  Dunfermline. 

The  service  includes  assistance  with  regard  to  certification, 
provision  of  wireless  sets,  talking  books,  home  handicraft  material:-, 
and  literature. 

Mr  Bertram  Finnie  of  ioa  Bridge  Street,  Dunfermline,  Home 
Teacher,  appointed  by  the  Fife  Society  to  the  Dunfermline  and 
West  Fife  Area,  paid  180  home  visits  to  blind  persons  in  Dunferm- 
line, and  investigated  io  new  cases.  Six  of  these  cases  were 
certified  blind  and  four  certified  not  blind. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Dunfermline  Ladies’  Committee, 
Mr  Finnie  has  organised  regular  monthly  socials  in  Dunfermline 
and,  in  addition,  has  arranged  various  other  socials  and  outings 
during  the  year. 

New  premises  for  regular  meetings  and  other  functions  were 
provided  at  St  Margaret’s  Hall,  Dunfermline,  by  arrangement  with 
the  Town  Council,  and  these  premises  are  a considerable  improve- 
ment on  the  former  meeting-place  at  East  Port.  The  cost  of^ 
re-decorating  the  premises  was  met  bv  the  local  Ladies  Committed 
and  the  rent  is  borne  by  the  Town  Council. 

The  following  table  shows  the  actual  number  of  cases  deal 
with  during  the  year: — 

Number  of  persons  on  the  Blind  Register  at  1/1/50: 

Male  19  Female  27 

Number  examined  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon: 

Male  4 Female  6 

Number  found  to  be  Blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act:— 

Male  3 Female  3 

Number  of  persons  added  to  the  Register:  — 

Male  4 Female  3 

Number  of  persons  on  the  Register  and  died  during  the  year: 

Male  3 Female  2 

Number  of  persons  on  the  Register  and  who  left  the  area: — 

Male  1 Female  1 

Number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 

Male  19  Female  27 
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(b)  Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons.-Welfare  Services  to  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  continue  to  be  administered  through  or  by  an  agency 
arrangement  with  the  Fife  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and 'Dumb  on  a 
Per  capita  grant  basis  of  £2. 

The  Dunfermline  Branch  of  the  Mission  meets  fortnightly  in 
the  Masonic  Lodge,  Chalmers  Street,  Dunfermline,  for  worship, 
but  as  these  premises  are  not  suitable  for  social  activities  Dunferm- 
line members  travel  to  Kirkcaldy  for  such  functions  as  whist  drives, 
socials,  and  guild  meetings. 

A meeting  between  Local  Authority  representatives  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Fife  Mission  was  held  at  Kirkcaldy  on  13th  July 
1950.  The  object  of  this  meeting  was  to  discuss  ways  and  means 
of  improving  generally  the  welfare  services  to  the  deaf  and  dumb 
in  this  area.  One  of  the  proposals  put  forward  by  the  Mission 
was  the  appointment  of  a full-time  missioner  and  superintendent, 
and  this  appointment  has  now  been  made.  The  Superintendent 
and  Missioner  is  Mr  John  Rodger,  8 Whytemains  Brae,  Kirkcaldy. 

The  Mission  purchased  a film-strip  projector,  and  during  the 
year  ended  1950,  eighteen  film  shows  were  given.  These  shows 
proved  very  popular. 

There  were  16  Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons  in  Dunfermline 
registered  with  the  Fife  Mission  as  at  31st  December  1950. 

(c)  Other  Handicapped  Persons. — The  Scottish  Advisory 
Council’s  Report  on  the  welfare  of  Handicapped  Persons,  which 
is  intended  to  give  guidance  to  Local  Authorities  on  the  approach 
to  this  problem,  has  not  yet  been  forthcoming,  but  in  the  meantime 
assistance  has  been  extended  to  individual  cases  coming  to  the 
notice  of  the  Social  Services  Department. 

The  local  Red  Cross  Branch  Welfare  Officers  have  always 
been  willing  to  help  in  cases  referred  to  them,  and  I should  here  like 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  their  assistance  and  co-operation. 

PROVISION  OF  ACCOMMODATION. 

(a)  Residential. — The  only  development  in  the  provision  of 
residential  accommodation  was  the  opening  of  a new  Home  for 
elderly  ladies  at  Garvock  House.  No  great  benefit  has  yet  been 
derived  from  the  opening  of  this  Home  as  the  former  Home, 
Davaar,  at  Grieve  Street,  was  simultaneously  closed  down  and  the 
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twenty  residents  there  were  transferred  to  the  new  Home.  Garvock 
House  provides  accommodation  for  twenty-two  persons,  and  has 
been  used  to  capacity  since  it  was  opened. 

With  a view  to  making  provision  for  future  needs,  Garthdee 
Nursing  Home  was  purchased  and  the  Social  Services  Committee 
has  had  under  consideration  a general  scheme  for  the  provision  of 
different  types  of  Homes  required,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  no 
definite  steps  had  been  taken  as  to  the  rehabilitation  of  Davaar  or 
the  conversion  of  Garthdee.  Negotiations  were  entered  into  con- 
cerning the  purchase  of  Luscar  House,  and  the  general  plan 
depends  a great  deal  on  whether  this  building  can  be  acquired. 

The  Abden  Home,  Kinghorn,  continued  to  be  used  for  the 
provision  of  accommodation  under  the  agency  arrangement  with 
Kirkcaldy  Burgh. 

In  all,  Dunfermline  Town  Council  was  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  Residential  Accommodation  for  41  persons  as  at  31st 
December  1950.  Of  these  persons,  22  were  accommodated  at 
Garvock  House,  15  at  the  Abden  Home,  Kinghorn,  1 at  the 
Northern  Hospital,  and  3 in  Voluntary  Homes. 

(b)  Temporary  Accommodation. — There  was  no  need  for  the 
provision  of  Temporary  Accommodation  on  a major  scale  as  the 
result  of  serious  fire,  flooding  or  other  catastrophe,  but  temporary 
accommodation  was  afforded  at  the  Northern  Hospital  for  short 
periods  on  five  occasions  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  in  urgent 
need  of  accommodation  in  circumstances  which  could  not  reasonably 
have  been  foreseen. 

(c)  Persons  without  a Settled  Way  of  Living — Reception 
Centre. — 53  adults  (44  males,  9 females)  and  2 children  were  given 
accommodation  at  the  Reception  Centre  at  the  Northern  Hospital 
during  the  year.  No  case  was  accommodated  for  more  than  one 
night. 

GENERAL  WELFARE. 

Welfare  of  Old  People. — The  past  year  has  seen  two  important 
developments  in  Dunfermline,  namely — the  commencement  of  a 
Meals  on  Wheels  Service  and  the  setting  up  of  an  Old  People’s 
Welfare  Committee. 

Meals  on  Wheels  Service. — The  Local  Branch  of  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service  began  operating  a Meals  on  Wheels  Service 
in  Dunfermline  on  the  25th  April  1950.  The  scheme  is  a perfect 
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example  of  how  a Voluntary  Organisation  and  a Local  Authority 
can  combine  to  provide  a welfare  service  to  the  community.  The 
Women’s  Voluntary  Service  organise  and  operate  the  Meals  on 
\\  heels  Service  and  the  Town  Council  re-imburse  running  costs. 

From  20  to  25  hot  3-course  meals  are  delivered  on  two  days 
each  week  at  the  cost  to  the  recipient  of  is.  per  meal.  The  service 
is  designed  to  supply  hot  meals  at  reasonable  cost  to  old  persons 
and  certain  other  persons  who  find  difficulty  in  cooking  for  them- 
selves. In  the  case  of  persons  living  alone,  the  meals  help  to  eke 
out  present  rations.  • 

The  Local  Branch  of  the  W.V.S.  has  willingly  undertaken  an 
onerous  task  in  the  development  of  a Meals  on  Wheels  Service, 
and  I feel  that  the  members  are  to  be  congratulated  on  making 
possible  such  an  important  addition  to  the  Town’s  Welfare  Services. 

Old  Peeples  Welfare  Committee. — Following  upon  a circular 
from  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  which  asked  Local 
Authorities  to  assist  in  the  formation  of  an  Old  People’s  Welfare 
C ommittee  in  their  area,  the  Town  Council  invited  all  interested 
parties  to  attend  a meeting  in  the  City  Chambers  and,  arising  from 
this  meeting,  a Dunfermline  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  was 
constituted  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  Rev.  David  Brown,  14 
Transy  Place,  Dunfermline.  The  Churches,  Voluntary  Organisa- 
tions, and  other  bodies  are  represented  on  the  Committee,  and, 
from  a social  service  viewpoint,  it  is  good  to  know  that  so  many 
people  are  taking  an  active  interest  in  what  will  be  an  evergrowing 
responsibility  on  the  community  in  general,  namely,  the  care  of 
the  aged  in  their  own  homes. 

One  of  the  Committee’s  first  concerns  has  been  the  setting 
up  of  a visiting  service,  and  advantage  has  already  been  taken  by 
the  Social  Services  Department  of  this  service. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Social  Services  Committee, 
the  Town  Council  authorised  a grant  of  ^10  towards  the  adminis- 
trative expenses  of  the  Dunfermline  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee. 

In  connection  with  the  general  Welfare  Services  and  provision 
of  Residential  and  Temporary  Accommodation,  185  visits  were  paid 
to  various  homes  in  Dunfermline. 

277  food  gift  parcels  were  distributed. 
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Ninety-eight  persons  received  a grant  of  15s.  from  the 
Anonymous  Donors’  Christmas  Coal  Fund  and  the  Goodall  Trust, 
and  12  persons  received  a grant  from  the  Gardiner’s  Charitable 
Trust. 

Under  the  agency  arrangement  with  Fife  County  Council,  the 
Social  Services  Department  continued  to  investigate  circumstances 
of  applicants  for  free  mid-day  meals  in  respect  of  their  children 
attending  school.  During  the  year,  36  applications  were  investi- 
gated, involving  84  children.  Of  these  applications,  29  were 
granted  and  7 refused.  At  31st  December-  1950,  there  were  65 
children  receiving  free  school  meals. 


